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TO THE 


READERS OF THE REGISTER. 


Bolt-court, 21. March, 1833. 
My FRieEnDs, 


How often have I told you, that “ the 
“ ‘THING would lay furiously about it 
** as it approached tts end!" How often 
have I told you, that “ the THING 
*‘ would at last expire in the hands of 
“ the Whigs, whose greediness and im- 
“ becility conjoined, would push it on 
“beyond endurance!” These things 
have I told you five hundred times 
over; and what do you think of the 
matter NOW? In my Leave-rakine 
Appress, when I went to Long Island, 
to escape the dungeons of Castlereagh 
and Sidmouth, I said this: “ The great 
“question now to be entiaiaed is, 
““whether the military and dungeon 
“* system can be carried on, after the 
“* paper system shall have been blowed 
“up. Iam quite sure, that the paper- 
* system will be blowed up in compa- 
“‘ratively a few years: I am quite sure 
“of that: the question, therefore, is ; 
“* not whether the paper system will be 
“ destroyed; nor is it a question whe- 
“* ther the soldier and dungeon system 
“will continue as long as the taxing 
« m shall continue; for I know that 
“tt must ; I know, that it is impossible 
“to carry on the latter without the 





“‘ consolidate and perpetuate itself in 
“ this country. This is the great ques- 
‘** tion, my countrymen, upon which 
** you have to exercise your judgment : 
*‘ this is the question, the solution of 
‘‘ which will determine the fate of 
“ England for ages to come.” 

This was written in March, and on 
the 21. March too, 1817. How clearly 
the truth of it now appears! The taxes, 
the unbearable taxes, are the cause of 
all the turmoil. The tithes, and all the af- 
fairs of the church, might have remained 
undisturbed as completely as they did 
eighty or.a hundred years ago. But 
the pressure of the taxes, falling at last 
so heavily on, the working people, has 
compelled men to look about them, to 
find something to make give way; and 
the church has been an object that has 
first presented itself. Hence, the present 
disturbanees in Ireland; hence, also, 
the approaching conflict in England ; 
hence, Sturges Bourne’s Bills; and 
hence, all the other projects for endea- 
vouring to make the labouring people 
live upon potatoes ; and hence, the fires 
and all the calamities and disgraces 
amidst which welive,and the still greater 
ones amongst which we must live, unless 
this system of taxing be changed. I 
have said it a hundred times over, and I 
repeat it here, that, whoever approves 
of the present system of taxation, isa 
fool or is guilty of insincerity, if he 
blame the Ministers for the soldier and 
the dungeon system. Without military 
force and without dungeons, they can- 
not carry .on this system of taxation. 
The industrious classes present a mass 
of indescribable ruin ; the ruin increases 
daily, and daily it must continue to in- 
crease until the system be changed ; 
that is to say, until the burden of the 
taxes be very greatly diminished. I de- 
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sach as they are now compelled to meet. | 
The Ministers bad to choose between 
taking off a great portion of the taxes, 
and ruling us by sheer force. If they 
had chosen the former, they might 
have effected their purpose with ease 
and with equity ; having chosen the 
latter, they must employ force. J can- 
not say that I expected them to do the 
former, or that I had any ground to) 
hope that they would doit; and, there- 
fore, I am not at all surprised at the 
course they are now pursuing ; for, in- | 
deed, they could pursue no other if they 
meant to keep on the taxes. This course | 
will be fatal to them in the end; but, | 
in the meanwhile, it may be efficient for 
their purpose, for a year or two; and 
my readers, at any rate, will not, I 
trust, be at all surprised, if they see 
Irish government attempted to he 
introduced into England, whenever 
the necessity shall arise. The chances 
are that the attempt would be defeated 
by some movement of the paper-money ; 
but, indeed, so many accidents arise in 
such a state of things, that it is utterly 
impossible to form anything like a fixed 
Opinion as to the precise manner in 
which the end will approach us. In the 
meanwhile, | earnestly caution my read- 
ers to be prepared for the worst. The) 
THING will lay about it in a strange 
manner when it comes to its real agony. 
What every man should aim at, is, to 
keep, at all times, if possible, more or 
fess of gold safely in his pockets or 
his chests. 

The run for gold in Ireland is only a 
little beginning, a little specimen of 
that which is to come. I insert the fol- 
lowing article, as a little illustration as 
‘to this matter : 

“Denix, Tacrspay, Marca 14.—It 
“ appears by the accounts from various 
“ parts of the south this morning} that 
“* the demand for gold has increased to 
“* considerable extent. A political cause 
“first prodnced it, but the farmers and 
“small dealers now delude themselves 
“* with a notion that the banks are un- 
“able to meet their engacements, and 
™ they are, in consequence, pressing for- 
“ward to obtain gold at the branch 
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‘‘ and provincial banks. Tm the town 
“of Athy, county of Kildare, where I 
‘** believe no branch of either establish. 
‘* ment exists, so extreme was the panic 
“ vesterday, that some credulous and 
“ fovlish creatures exchanged 1/. notes 
“ for seventeen shillings each. In all 
‘“‘ places where the ‘ run’ has occutred, 


“there has been a diminution to a con- 


“siderable amount in the prices of 
“farming produce. In the west the 


“influence of the ‘run’ has been al- 


‘‘ ready slightly felt, but the wors’ fea- 
** ture in the matter is connected with the 
“ savings banks. The accounts from 
‘“ Limerick state that the artisans in 
‘‘ that city have given notice for the 
“ withdrawal of their deposits to some 
“extent. Never was there a more 
‘* groundless and monstrous delusion 
** than that which now prevails respect- 
“ing gold, nor one which was calcu- 
“‘ lated to produce more disastrous con- 
‘“* sequences to the people themselves. 
‘“* But the popular prejudice has been 
“excited and increased by an injudi- 
“‘ cious advocacy of a sort of bank re- 
** striction to stop the ‘ run’ by some 
“of the Irish journals. This sugges- 
“tion, working upon ignorant minds, 
** induced a belief that all was not right 
“‘ with the banks when they required 
“such a protection. In the city of 
“Dublin, where the people are more 
“ correctly informed upon the subject, 
“ there has been nothing deserving the 
““ name of an increased demand upon 
“* the banks.” 

This shows nothing but the foolish- 
ness of the writer. If he were not 
foolish or insincere, he would know, and 
say, that no man can tell when a bank- 
restriction may take place ; that, when- 
ever it do take place, it must take place 
suddenly and without warning to avy 
body ; that it must be done by order io 
council, and in all parts of the kingdom 
at one and the same moment; that the 
pig-banks must be protected as well as 
the sow-bank ; and that, every person 
having money deposited in any bank 
whatsoever, will lose, at the least, one 
half of the real value of that money, a 
the first blow. That great statesman, 





“establishments both of the national 


Mr. Pease, was, apparently, not aware 
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of the effect of talking about a bank-re- 
striction beforehand. I shall say no 
more upon this.subject at present than 
merely to tell my readers what I myself 
do ; namely, never to sleep with a bank- 
note in the house, and never to keep 
one in the day-time, longer than during 
the time required to send it and get it 
turned into gold. This is the safe way ; 
for though the Ministers will not resort 
to an issue of assignats, if they can 
avoid it, no man can tell to what a point 
they will be pressed ; and for my part I 
think it likely enough that they will be 
pressed to this terrible point. ‘The arti- 
cle which will follow this, will show to 
what a point they are already pressed ; 
and to what a point the people are 
ruined. After inserting the article, I 
will make some remarks on it. The 
reader will perceive that it is a subject 
of monstrous importance. I beg the 
reader to pay attention particularly to 


“ * knowledge, that such is the state, of 
“ “trade in this great metropolis (hear, 
‘** hear), and its immediate environs, 
‘** and so unable are its inhabitants to 
*“** pay these imposts—we say, my 
“* * Lord, that it is our painfal duty to 
'*** state our firm conviction that these 
“taxes can no longer be collected. 
«« * (Hear, hear’). 

“Lord Atraorr said that he felt 
“considerable difficulty in addressin 
“the meeting on this subject at the 
*‘ present moment, although it was one 
** which he had taken into his most se- 
‘ rious consideration, and looked upon 
**in all its different details, preparatory 
“to laying his financial statement be- 
“fore Parliament. He had maturely 
“* considered the subject, and was aware 
‘‘of the difficulties by which it wag 
** beset, and all who heard him must be 
“ aware that it would be most inconye- 
*‘ nient, and indeed impossible for him, 





what is said about the bankruptcy of|“ as a single member of his Majesty’s 


Regent-street. I beg him to read the 
whole with the greatest attention ; and 
then to be pleased to hear what I have 
to say upon the subject. 

“ Yesterday, at twelve o'clock, a nu- 


“ Government, to decide upon the ex- 
“ pediency of repealing any particular 
“ branch of taxation. He was afraid, 
‘therefore, that he could not give the 
“ deputation a satisfactory answer as to 


“« merous body of gentlemen, consisting | “‘ what course he should hereafter feel 


“* of the members for the metropolitan 


' it his duty to pursue. He was aware 


“ districts, and of deputations from the \*‘ that this answer would not give sa- 
“* metropolitan parishes, waited upon the | “ tisfaction to the numerous body whom 


* Chancellor of the Exchequer, in 


‘“* Downing-street, for the purpose of|“* No, no); but filling the situation 
“impressing on him the necessity of|‘‘ which he filled, he was bound by 
“ repealing the whole of the assessed |“‘ public duty, however numerous and 
“taxes. Amongst those present were ** respectable might be the meeting, to 


“—Sir F. Burdett, Mr. Byng, Mr. 
“Hume, Sir J. C. Hobhouse, Sir J. 
““ Key, Alderman Wood, Mr. Grote, Mr. 
“ Briscoe, Mr. Hawes, Dr. Lushington, 
** Mr. Tennyson, Major Beauclerk, Mr. 
“Goring, and Mr. D. W. Harvey; to- 
“gether with several gentlemen offi- 
“ cially connected with the metropolis 
“* and its environs. 


“confine his communication within 
“ those limits which were compatible 
‘with his situation, as a confidential 
“member of his Majesty’s councils. 

“ Mr. E. Brown said, it had been 
* stated that there had been no general 
“expression on the subject of these 
“ taxes; but he would say, that if agi- 
“tation were necessary to show the 


** Mr. Corper, the vestry clerk of |“ general feeling, he could command 


“St. Paul’s Covent-garden, addressed 
“Lord Althorp at great length, and 
“argued on the oppressive character 
“ of the taxes in question. ‘ My Lord,’ 
“he said, in the course of his speech, 
‘it is the painful duty of this deputa- 
“tion to state, from our own local 


“ plenty of it. The amount of assess- 
“ ment for thelast year was 11,154,0601., 
“ of which enormous sum that for the 
“ county of Middlesex alone amounted to 
z ~ less than alae (Hear). Thas 

the metropolis and the metropolitan 
i“ districts slona pail more than half of 
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“ he had the honour to address (cries of 
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‘‘ the whole assessment. (Hear, hear). 
‘‘I¢ had been stated that this was one 
“of the fairest taxes, because every 
“man was assessed according to the) 
“ situation of his supposed property ; 
‘but he could show, that the inha- 
« bitants of the principal thoroughfares, 
« for instance,those from Holborn to Ox- 
« ford-street, from the Strand to Cheap- 
“ side, and from Piccadilly, Regent- 
*« street, &c. where rents were highest 
“and trade most prosperous and _ profit- 
* able, the inhabitants had been bank- 
“ ruptsin the proportion of one house- 
“* keeper to three. 

“ Lord Atrgaorr: Do you mean to 
‘« say, that one out of three of the house- 
“keepers in Regent-street has been a 
“« bankrupt? 

“ Mr. Brown: Ido, my Lord; and 
“Tcan prove to your Lordship, that 
** within the last five years the propor- 
“tion of bankruptcies amounted in a 
** ratio to more than three and a half for 
“ Regent-street alone. If his Lordship 
“‘ doubted his assertion, the Gazettes 
‘were before him; and if so many 
‘* bankruptcies occurred within so short 
“a period, every gentleman must know 
‘that at least three compositions oc- 
“ curred for each bankruptcy. His ob- 
‘ject was to show, that although for 
‘‘ the last five years an embarrassment 
“ of trade existed beyond all precedent, 
** vet these taxes were enforced with 
“a severity almost beyond example. A 
** report had been circulated, which he 
* had no doubt was intended as a ca- 
“ lumny on the Government, that his 
* Majes'y’s Ministers intended to take 
“ off the house duty on all houses rated 
“under 60/. per annum. He never 
** could believe that such en idea could 
“ enter into the thoughts of an enlight- 
““ened Ministry. Those present were 
* old enough to rementher that when 
“the people of Engiand sought for a 
*‘ repeal of the property tax, the then 
“ Administration declared that they 
“ would stand or fall by that tax. And 
* yet it was repealed to the extent of 
“ fourteen millions at one fell sweep, 
* without displacing the Government. 
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“* peace, had a right to expect that these 
“ taxes should be repealed. 
“* Mr. Hume said, it was his firm con- 
viction that unless Government made 
a timely concession, the people would 
before long effect the repeal through 
the medium of the House of Com- 
mons. However, as he believed that 
the meeting had no wish to embarrass 
the Government, it might perhaps be 
advisable to know what day the 
noble Lord intended to bring forward 
his financial statement, in order that 
“the hon. Bart. (Sir John Key) might 
be prepared with his motion on some 
early day after the budget. (Hear, 
** hear). 
“Lord Atrsorpe begged that the 
meeting would not give credit to any 
report which they might hear with 
regard to the course which Govern- 
ment intended to pursue respecting 
these taxes. Such reports were 
equally unfounded and mischievous, 
and could not tend to advance any 
measure which the advocates for the 
repeal of these taxes had in view. 
“ Mr. Jackson, one of the deputation 
from Marybonne, said that Sir Wil- 
liam Horne would have attended the 
meeting, but for the shortness of the 
notice. The parish of Marybonne 
‘paid no less a sum than 150,000/. 
“ annually for taxes, being as much as 
the whole of Scotland paid ; and yet, 
‘fin the parish of Marybonne, there 
* were no less than 1,500 houses empty 
(hear, hear), and almost every house 
that was occupied was either let out 
in lodgings, or divided into two, in 
“order to meet the demands of the 
** tax-collector. ; 
“ Lord Atruorp said, it would in his 
‘‘ opinion be premature to call the at- 
‘tention of the House of Commons to 
“ the subject, on so early a day as that 
“ fixed for the motion of Sir John Key. 
“ All that he (Lord Althorp) could do in 
“ that case, would be to move that the 
“ discussions be postponed until after 
“the Easter recess. It was impossible 
“* that he (Lord Althorp) could << 
“ species of taxation he could with pro= 
“ priety remove previous to the 5. of 
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“The country, after eighteen years of 


‘‘ April, because it would be mecessary 








“to include in his statement the ac- 
‘counts of the past year. The noble 
‘‘ Lord concluded by observing that he 
“should bring forward his financial 
‘‘ statement as soon after the Easter re- 
“‘ cess as possible. 

“Mr. C. Pearson said, that in his 
“opinion the motion of Sir John Key 
“ ought to be brought forward previous 
“ to bringing forward the budget, other- 
‘‘ wise the noble Lord would be in the 
“dark respecting the merits of this 
** question. 

“ Lord Avraore: I don’t think I can 
“be much in thedark. There is a good 
“ deal of light in this room. (A laugh). 

** Mr.Pearson : [ wish your Lordship 
“had a little more fire. (Renewed 
** Jaughter). 

“ Dr. Lusarncron concurred in the 
‘‘ proposition of the hon. Member (Mr. 
‘* Hume) that this question should not 
“be brought forward in the House of 
“ Commons, until after the noble Lord 
“had brought forward his fioancial 
“statement. The effect of what the 
“ noble Lord stated amounted to this: 
“* T have not changed my opinion with 
*** regard to these taxes, but asa mem- 
“* ber of his Majesty’s councils I am 
““* not at liberty to tell you what the 
“intentions of the Government are 
respecting them; I must reserve 
** * this disclosure for my financial state- 
“* © ment.’ 

“ Sir J. C. Hosnovuse begged to as- 
“sure the noble Lord that it was not 
“for want of feeling on the subject 
*“ that the public had not remonstrated 
““ more generally on the unjust imposi- 
“tion of these taxes, and he conceived 
“‘ that it was a pretty strong indication 
“* of the feeling of the metropolis, that 
“* thirteen out of the siateen metropolitan 
“‘ Members were now present to press 
“for their repeal. The noble Lord 
“‘ might be assured of this, that when- 
“‘ever the subject should be brought 
“before the House of Commons the 
“whole sixteen Members would be 
pe found voting for the entire repeal of 
se those taxes. He (Sir J. C. Hobhouse) 
_, leeged to add a hope, that after their 
‘repeal he might see the noble Lord 
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‘* Mr. Briscog said, that whenever he 
“ asked his constituents what portion of 
*‘ taxation they wished to be relieved 
“from first, their invariable answer 
“was, ‘ Relieve us, if possible, from 
“the house and window-tax.’ (Hear, 
“* hear). 

‘** The deputation then withdrew, and 
“ having adjourned to the British Hotel, 
“ Cockspur-street, it was determined 
‘ that the question should not be urged 
“ in the House of Commons until after 
“the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
“ brought forward his budget.” 

How often, from its very first laying- 
out, have I told my readers what this 
tinsel street would come to! More times 
than I have joints in all my fingers and 
toes. Mr. Attwood, when he was angry 
with me at Birmingham, told our hear- 
ers, upon the occasion of our grand dis- 
pute, that | had expressed a wish to see 
a parcel of jolly mowers going, with 
a good swartne of grass before them, up 
Regent-street. I did not say that i 
WISHED to see it; but I did say that 
I thought I should see it; and I think 
so still. It was not a wish, but merely 
a fore-telling ; not a prayer, but a pro- 
phecy; which prophecy, according to 
Mr. Brown’s account, is in a fair way 
of fulfilment, and, | shall be no more 
to blame for that fulfilment than Jere 
miah was for the destruction of the 
temple of Jerusalem, and for the dis- 
persion of the Jews, and their having 
left to them, as their sole possession, 
their own filthiness. 

But Regent-street was not the strik- 
ing example to quote. Fleet-street, 
that street of all streets for business, 
had, only the other day (and it may now 
have more), thirty-five shops shut up. 
Twelve or fourteen years ago, those 
shops fetched on. an average, double 
the rent they fetch now ; besides a high 
premium given over and above the rent. 
I had a house in Fleet-street, taken, I 
think, in the year 1821. I gave a high 
premium, besides the rent, for eight 
years. It wasa showy, but not a cou- 
venicnt, place for me. I quitted it two 
and a pote ago: ithas been fur- 
bished up 









beautified in all sorts of 
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has stood empty from that day to this! 
And this is the street of the greatest 
business of all London. The iuns of 
court; the vicinity to Blackfriars- bridge; 
the thoronghfare from the west end of 
the town to the city : no street equals it 
for business, and this is now its state ; 
and I know that there are tradesmen in 
it, and good tradesmen too, who do not, 
for weeks together, fake more money 
than is sufficient to keep house and to 
pay rent, taxes, and rates. Therefore, 
the question is not whether they will 
continue to pay the taxes, but whether 
they can. When Mr. Brown said that 
every third tradesman had been a bank- 
rv»t, he did not include the composi- 
tous. If he had he might have said 
three out of four. 

And, is this a state of things to con- 
tinue? Can this go on? It cannot go 
on; that which is exhibited thus in 
London, is only a’specimen of that which 
is going on all over the kingdom ; and 
this is precisely what I predicted in my 
petition to the House of Commons in the 
month of February, 1826. This ruin 
was inevitable from the bill in 1926; 
that bill, like Peel’s bill before, doomed 
the industrious classes to ruin : doomed 
toruin all who did not live on the taxes 
br on usury or on fixed incomes. 

‘This scene at Downing-street was a 
rorious affair, view it in what light one 
may: but, perhaps, the least curious 
was not the part taken by Sir John Cam 
Hobhouse. Whether he did utter the 
words here ascribed to him, I cannot 
say, but, if he did, the symptoms are of 
a very decided character. However, I 
should be glad to know how Sir John’s 
army is to be paid if these taxes be to 
be taken off. The less able the people 
are to pay, the more desperate their cir- 
cumstances become, the more ready 
they will be to set the tax-gatherer at 
defiance, and the more necessity will 
there be for force. 1am angry enough 
with the Ministers ; but I am not un- 
reasonable beast enough to expect them 
to pay money without having the 
money put into their hands to pay with ; 
and I think it the greatest shame that 
the world ever witnessed, that there 
should be men to express their wish to 



















keep up those establishments; to call 
upon the Ministers to maintain the 
tithe system by force of arms; to vote 
for the bill now before the House rela- 
tive tolreland ; and, at the same time, 
to call upon them to take off taxes! It 
comes, at last, to this: there must be a : 
very great reduction of taxation, anda = |_| 
very great reduction of tithes, or force 

must be employed to continue to effect 

the collection of both ; and, though force 

will fail at last, it will serve for a while, 

An issue of assignats might prop up 

the thing in appearance for a short time ; 

but then, as in the case of Robespierre, 

the end would be inevitable convulsion. 
Nothing can prevent convulsion in one 

way or another ; but taking up the NOR- 

FOLK PETITION and acting upon it 

with sincerity and with promptitude. I 

am not sure that it is not too late even 

for that to be effectual; but I am 

quite sure that nothing short of that 

can bring about a peaceable settlement 

of the country. 








PETITIONING WORK. . 


My readers have been already ap- 
prized of the new orders of the House, 
which have been adopted with regard to | 
the presenting of petitions; they have ee 
been apprized that there is a standing | 
committee, at the head of which is Sir 
Robert Peel, or at least he was at the 
head of the list, consisting of eleven, of 
whom Mr. Hume was one. That this 
committee is to take all the petitions 
after they have been presented, and 
order to be printed such petitions, oF 
such parts of petitions, as they may 
choose, and order the rest not to be F 
printed. On Wednesday night Mr. 
Hume, as one of this committee, mace 
a motion, that every member presenting 
a petition should put his name at the 
beginning of such petition, in order that 
he might be “ responsible” for the pro- 
priety of something or another belong= 
ing to the said petition. He said, thae 
some of the petitions were pre 
others in lithograph, some (com 
of several sheets) with a | 
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the head of the sheets, and no names at 
the head of the first sheet ; and that he 
wished there to be a standing order of 
the House for members to put their 
names at the head of petitions for these 
reasons. Mr. Witxs, the Member for 
Boston, objected to any such regulation, 
and said that it was one further step to 
narrow the right of petition. Mr. O’Con- 
nell saw no harm in the order about 
putting the name of the Member; but 
could see no reason for rejecting a peti- 
tion on account of its being printed ; 
and, as to lithograph, that objection had 
never been made before. 1 make no 
commentary, but here merely state the 
facts, having ‘opportunities enough to 
make comments whenever I may choose. 
My readers will recollect, however, that 
the objection to printed petitions was 
first started and enforced to prevent 
Major Cartwright’s petitions from being 
presented in 1816 and 1817, when a 
million and a half of people petitioned 
for Parliamentary reform. ‘That is all 
that I shall add upon the subject at 
present. 

The new regulations prevent us from 
presenting petitions at any time that we 
like. Our names are on a list, and we 
are called on ia our turn. I have at- 
tended now several mid-day sittings, 
and have not been able to bring forward 
my petitions. I have thirty-five now in 
my hands, with, I should suppose, fifty 
thousand names signed to them; and 
those most numerously signed, pray that 
the military court bill may not pass into 
a law, I will here give a list of them, 
that the petitioners may see that I have 
not neglected my duty with regard to 
them, a duty which I] deem the most 
sacred of all. ‘The list is as follows; 
and the petitioners may be assured that 
I will do all the justice in my-power to 
their several petitions ; taking care, at 
the same time, not to be unnecessarily 
tedious, because that can do no good ; 
and trifling efforts to annoy yeur oppo 
nents only tend to your own 
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Some Members, finding that  peti~ 
tions from places wh they ee 
have requested to see the p of 
being 


it my duty not toc 


cause, in the first place, I am naturally 
to suppose that the petitioners had their 
reasons for net making them the chan- 
nels of their petitions ; and, in the next 
place, because those gentlemen will 
always have an opportunity of hearing 
the petition read, and of reading it, if 
they please, as soon as it is out of 
my hands. It is not for me to judge 
of the motives of the petitioners, or of 
the grounds of their conduct. It is for 
me tr obey their will in presenting their 
petitions, in sending which to me they 
do me very great honour. I shall uow 
insert the list. 


1. From the Mayor, Aldermen, Com- 
mon Council, Burgesses and other 
electors and rate-payers of the 
** town and borough of Kidnelly in 
the county of Carmarthen, praying 
that the Irish Coercion Bill may 
not pass, and praying that the real 
cause of it may cease, namely, the 
cruel exaction of tithes. 

2. From the electors, rate-payers, and 
inhabitants of the Borough of 
Carmarthen.—The same prayer. 

3. From the electors and rate-payers of 
the town and borough of Saint 
Clears and Pentre Llanfthangel, ia 
the county of Carmarthen.—The 
same prayer. 

4. From Preston, in Lancashire, agreed 
to at @ public meeting called by the 
Mayor, praying that their Irish 
brethren may not be subjected to a 

military law. 

5. From the City of Norwieh, praying 
for repeal of taxes, and that no 
more blood may be shed to compel 
payment of tithes in Ireland. 

6. From the parish of Callan, county 
of eye, praying that the Coercion 

may not pass. 

7. From the ik of Muhar, in the 

county of Kerry, praying that they 
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House not to pass the horrible 
bill, which is to enable a few mili- 
tary officers to transport them for 
life. 

From the city of Ely, for the repeal 
of the assessed taxes. 

From Chipping- Norton, for the re- 
peal of some of the present taxes, 
and for the substitution of a regu- 
lated property-tax. 


. The petition of Timothy Hutt and 


Mark Anthony Johnson, praying 
for a repeal of taxes, and against 
coercive measures for Ireland. 

The petition of James Hamson, of 
Thorne- Falcon, complaining of the 
dreadful pressure of local taxation. 

The petition of the undersigned in- 
habitants of Manchester, praying 


for the repeal of the taxes on know- 
ledge. 


. Petition of James Dunn, Esgq., of 


Gray's-inn, barrister-at-law, com- 
plaining of certain proceedings of 
certain magistrates. 

Petition of William Blayland of 
Leamington, against the longer ex- 
istence of tithes. 


. From Joseph Townshend Hoiman, 


of Gray’s-inn, praying that a law 
may be passed to authorise the de- 
fendants in cases of libel, to pro- 
duce the truth in justification. 
Petition of R. Webb, of Harcourt- 
street, Marybonne, praying fora 
repeal of all the taxes on know- 
ledge. 
Petition from the berough of Ly- 
mington, in the county of Hants, 
praying for the adoption of the 
ballot at elections. 
From the societyof Free-Inquirers, 
in the parish of Marybonne, pray- 
ing the House to adopt measures 
so that all persecution for religious 
opinions may cease, and that. it 
will take into its consideration the 
hard case of the Rev. Robert 
Taylor. 
A petition from the same, praying the 
House to adopt measures to put an 
end to all religious persecutions, 
and to take into its consideration 
the hard case of Richard Carlile. 


22. From the undersigned inhabitants 





. From the members of the 





of the borough of Manchester, set- 
ting forth the numerous evils at- 
tending upon making laws at mid- 
night, and praying the House to 
alter its present practice as to this 
matter. 


23. From the undersigned inhabitants 


of the city of Norwich, against 
white slavery; setting forth the 
state of degradation and misery 
in which the working classes now 
ure; setting forth the injustice of 
paying in gold the interest of a 
debt contracted in paper ; setting 
forth the injustice they have en- 
dured from laws passed by the 
aristocracy and its nominees; set- 
ting forth the injustice of the tithe 
system ; praying for that equitable 
adjustment for which they prayed 
in the year 1823; praying that a 
bill may be passed to give protec- 
tion to electors at future elections ; 
praying for a repeal of the taxes 
which most oppress the working 
people, and praying that no sup- 
plies may be granted until these 
measures be adopted. 


. From the inhabitants of Eccleshill, 


in the county of York, praying the 
House to pass the Ten-hour Fac- 
tory Bill. 


. From the frame-work knitters, of 


Basford, in the county of Notting- 
ham, praying the House to take 
their hard case into its considera- 
tion, and to afford them relief by 
those means which the petitioners 
very respectfully beg leave to be 
permitted to suggest. 


. From the working-classes and others 


of the borough of Great Yarmouth, 
in the county of Norfolk, describing 
the horror they feel at seeing their 
Irish fellow-subjects subjected to 
trial before red-coat courts of jus- 
tice, and praying the House not to 
pass any bill having that object 10 
view. | ee 


Union of the borough of Cawaer 
in the county of Lancaster, pray" 
that their Irish brethren may ! 
be subjected to a governmt 
wholly unknown to ¢ 
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tion, and also praying the House to | 
repeal the odious and unjust Corn- MR. FINN. y 
Bill. On Wednesday, at the noon sitting in 
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28. From the inhabitants of Spitalfelds, 
praying that the Martial-Law Bill 
for Ireland may not pass, and pray- 
ing the House to adopt just mea- 





the House of Commons, Mr. Roebuck, 
in presenting a petition from Bath, for 
which he is a member, made an admi- 
rable speech in support of the prayer of 


sures towards those who have pro-| the petitioners, against the Military 


posed it. 


‘Courts of Justice Bill for Ireland. He 


29. From James Peters, of the city of spoke of that bill in the manner that 


Bristol, against the proposed bill. becaine him as the representative of a 
for new laws relating to the keep- city inhabited by English people; but, 
ing of the Lord's day. ‘inthe heat of his indignation he ex- 


30. From the inhabitants, electors, and, pressed his opinion that, if that bill were 


rate-payers in the borough of Llan-. passed, the members from Ireland ought 
nelly, praying the House to reject) to quit the House with disdain, and not 
the horrid bill for coercing Ireland,| enter it again. After Mr, Roebuck, 
and for compelling the people of | Mr. Finn rose, and said, that he fully 
that ill-treated country to pay! participated inall the indignant feelings 
tithes at the point of the bayonet. | so well expressed by the hon. Member 


31. From the council, associates, and! for Bath ; “ but,” said he, “‘so far from 


friends of the Northern Political |“ quitting the House, we, the members 
Union, in public meeting assem- |‘ for Ireland, will remain still more 
bled, praying for the enactment of | * firmly at our posts: we will be con- 
the vote by ballot at elections for “ stant in our endeavours to relieve the 
members to serve in Parliament ; |‘ people of England from the enormous 
and for a repeal of the unjust and “ burden of taxes which they bear ; to 


odious Septennial Act. 


'“ sweep away the sinecures and the un- 


32, From the inhabitants of the Hamlet ¥ merited pensions, and to remove all 
of Sea, in Lancashire, praying the |“ their various oppressions. The sym- 
House ‘not to pass the Martial. Law |“ pathy which they have shown for us, 


Bill for Ireland, and praying it to 
impeach those who had dared to 
propose it. 

33. From John Martin, of Canterbury, 
complaining of the abuses of the 
law by attorneys, and praying for 
an alteration and a simplifying of 
the law, in order to render justice 
more cheap. 

34. From Thomas Parkins, complain- 
ing of the conduct of certain ma- 
gistrates, praving for redress. 

35. From the undersigned, in behalf 
of themselves and others, assem- 
bled by public advertisement, at 


White Conduit House, on Tuesday, | 


the nineteenth of ‘March, 1833, 
against the Martial-law Bill tor 
Ireland. 


| 





‘“‘ will make us everlastingly grateful to 
“them; that aristocracy who oppress 
“ us, oppress them also ; we will teach 
‘** our countrymen that they can never 
‘hope for redress, except by making 
“common cause with the people of 
“ England against that all- -devouring 
“aristocracy. We will be unremitting 
“ in our efforts ; in our attendance here} 
“ and in the discharge of all our duties 
“as representatives of the English as 
“ well as of the [rish people.” 

I was never more gratified than at 
the hearing of this speech. It was 
short, but it was sensible, spirited, and 
it produced the suitable effect in the 
House, as it will do throughout the 
country. Mr. Finn, no doubt, spoke 
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RESULT OF A SURVEY (taken in January, 1833), of the Conditio, 


Lancashire, and Two in Yorkshire, mostly employed 



























































Population poe a — of vo — an Total Weekiy | 
ilie : $ o or ages Of the | 
TOWNSHIPS, Cozsns of inthis ay Work. | Work. | workers ten ita 
1831. Survey. | Families. 
‘i Class i a ; 
‘Ist, notoverls, 6d} 1867 lid 4 3) 
2d», Qs. 26433 273 19 94 
Borough of Oldham, including | 34 _,, 2s.6d.| 3035 390 14 8 
Oldham, Royton, Chadder- ¢ —_——___. 
ton, and Crompton........ 7545 
1173 
L} 50132 1505 8718 | 1173 | 3671 | 3874 | 779 8 8 
Wardleworth,...cscccesesscess| 9360 285 1512; 135 | 7731 604] 323 5/11) 
a ee eee ae 247 1471 15 | 963] 493] 139 3 8 
COMientistiaeiinn ae 412 | 2427 | 77 |.1315 | 1035 | 204 16 11 
Brandwood and 
sytland 3 Whitworth. 15325 453 | 2828) 177 | 1489] 1162} 253 6 10 
Falinge and Healey. 
Todmordea and Walsden .....°.| 6034 220 1318 | 13] 500} 805) 123 14 9) 
Wuerdale and Wardle.......... 6754 222 1470 20 | 7a1 | 669 | 138 7 3h F 
| tatiana 4713 170} J1gy 1| 643} 550| 96 7 734 
| aa a Ei eg 481} 21) 203| 257] 4533 5) 
DO ccdbicbdnsdtnanecees 8011 291 1865 9 | gos | 1048 | 164 19 0} © 
Blaehinworth and Calderbrook .. 4221 162 1011 3] 350] 658] 103 11 74) 
Briercliffe with Extwistle....... 1745 117 739 0) 376| 363 67 3 3) 
le socol 362 63 413 0| 2209] 184} 37 1 3} 
Anderton ...... CR ceereccece cece 39) 12 G8 0 35 33 5 14 6| 
RR FE mali aa 714 20 131 0} ea} 47) M10 3 
PASTA 2 cccccscccccccscccccs] 9529 246} 1381 4] 580} 797) 12212 4 
Blackburn .......... 27091 | 1739] 9779 452 | 4762 | 4565 | 82819 7) 
SON win snails ndigd cadceer carvack” (ee 1466} 1057 0| 480} 577) 1314 3 
oe TR eS Tr 63 443 0} 399 | 244) 4515 4 
Failsworth .......... NA ree? 3767 225 277; 11} 586| 680} 43 0 4 
Ratrowferd ...cccescsccccecces| 2633 165 1039 0} 482] 5a7| 87 7 9 
ES RR NOS Mina 2451 438 | 2480 0| ¢95 | 1585 | 260 4 04) 
CR eicdckscatosecsccncal Se 86 478 7\ yy9| 272] 44 410 
( Wolfenden.......... a #2 500 45 | 295 | 230} 3819 3 
g | Bacup...........0.. C22! grog 94! 477| 18| 234] 225| 37 2 9 
3 Tunstead& Wolfenden z= 61 370 27 146 197 34 10 6 
$4 Deadwin ey, C 71 334 27 172 145 33 12 8 
% \ Higher Booths ......2.....| 4347 148 911} 16] 428| 467] 61 4 " 
2 | Coupe Lenches, &........] 1519] 45 | 287 | 9 | a58 | 120] 2619 ° 
Oddleston® .......c0c0c00.| 2400 123 765 0| 253 | 412} 73 3) 
Lower Booths. ............| 2178 84 504 13} 225 | 266} 43 8 9 
ion an nt cheienn ee 251} 5il| jal 711 | 786| 13814 ! 
a | T 
203349 | 8362 | 49294 | 2247 23060 23947 | 4447 18 9 











Prom this Table it a rs, th t in these Thirtv- ‘ 
the whole.—— The on gra he . a sirty-five Townships, the po 


the families visited earn are £ 
of Is. 9§d.——The rent 
implements, will be an avera 
food and clothing for each i 


for a day, for fuod and clothing, from both w 
* The population of Oddieston not bein 


rk in the families visited, is 2,237. —— 
4,447 18s ———This sum will give for each of thos 
paid by the families visited is, per annum, £32,693 178. 5d. 
for each individual of, at least, Sed. 
vidual for a week, 1s. 3id.——The 
ages and relief, is 2]d. 
g known is assumed. 


a-week ; and 
whole parish relief givea weekly 





tion is 203,349.——_— 
Pure number unfit for 
e who work @ 
—_— This sum 
this, with the 
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of the Poor in Thirty-three Townships of the Manufacturing District in 


in the manufacture of Cotton, of Woollen, and of Silk. 















































A yee yg SURVEY MADE 
4 > ut, wh acome, 
areca Income| Total Yearly | rent’ | treepence | lenvve for [Parish Relief 
each for | of each Rent. of each {average tor Clothing a for the whole. AND ATTESTED BY 
ie ter weekly. jijdedateed| Week: 
a. hin G&L. 6. & Si! d. ‘ ~ %s 2. 
1 2% 1950 5104 4 8 y 
; 2 re 2282 3 4 ry ri 1 5 J. Halliwell, Thomas c™ 
2 6g 2701 4 4) 4 7 1 11g Juha Scholfield, John Gee. 
$ é é | William Booth, Overseer ; H. 
( Becker, W. Smethurst. 
Joshua Milne, William Fit- 
; ton, William Taylor. 
03} 1 93 6933 13 6) 3 7 1 2$|1917 0 
: 1} 1 74 liso 63 6 | 3 4, 1 a 5 17 2| Edmund Ogden, J. Sellers. 
5 53) 1 103 1123 6 2| 3§ | 7 1 33 | 317 10) S, Pilkington, Overseer ; &c. 
3 114) 1 84 166213 2] 3h 64 1 ig] 1l 9 8| F. Clough, Constable; &c. 
Isaac Hoyle, T. Holland. 
1 93) 1512 11 2) 2g 6 1 3) 8 9 3119, Pickup, E. Thompson. 
3 02,1104 658 2 0 2 5} 1 43 240 John Fielden. 
4 1;| 1 104) 86413 6| 2% 64 1 44] 3 8 3| TT. Redfearn, J.{[Butterworth. 
3 6/1 74 61315 8] 2 5% 1 12 | 9 12 33) J. Eastwood, A. Clegg, &e. 
3 Ge) 1 10%) 265 14 0 2 6 1 4} 1 4 0 H. Atkinson, Overseer ; &c. 
3 lg} 1 98) 921 410] 24 6 1 35} 3 5 ©| James Suthers. 
3 1}2 Of 633 12 0| 2 63 lL 6 1 7 5 | J. Butterworth, T. Stansfield. 
3 Stl 99 324 1 6)| 2 5} 1 4%} 415 6 | James Smith, Henry Binns. 
4 04! l 94| 247 15 6) 34 6g 1 23 1 7 5| T. Ridgway, Constable; &c. 
3 Sal 8h 34616 0} 54 84 1 0 | 0 3 6| Thomas Drinkwater. 
4 103) Df MH 6 0 | 3 64 1 2% 015 0 Thomas Drinkwater. 
| S.J. C. Adamson, Minister ; 
3 1/1 9 78915 4] 28 | 6% 1 3§ | 10 8 24) 5. Bertwhistle, &c. 
t ‘. § B. Fielding, R. Preston, T. 
3 8] 1 88 7830 0 0] 3% ‘4 1 13) 2412 8)) Ainsworth, W. Barker, &c. 
3 119} 2 13 64216 7)| 23 €} 1 7k} 214 4 és Counsell, J. Dewhurst, &c. 
3 912 O 50 1! 2: 5% l 6 1.3 4 ve same. 
4 2:2 24 ba ‘ ol by 74 l Ht 2 6 3| W. Seville, P. Ryder, J. Lees. 
3 141 7) 500 0 8! 2 54 1 14 111 8) T. Pollard, R. Crook, &c.’ 
3 38) 2 141131 15 6| 2% hf 1 74} 51111 | J. Shaw, J. Bannister, &c. 
3 3/1 10§ 20210 6| 14 5} 1 43) 2 611 | Hargreaves, Churchwar.; &c. 
3 4§11 63) 241 3 0| 2 5§ 1 ik] 1 7 6 
3 sl riofl oso 6 | 3 | of | LL Oe 6 : 
10¢| 238 6 8 ‘ 
3 7H 1 Hy 21.6 8) 3 64 1 2 | 017 2/|| R. Siddale, George Holt, E. 
3 53} I 9g) 47710 8] 23 5% 1 34) 110 7 Ashworth, J. Ashworth, 
4 53,1104) 151 9 O| 22 64 ¥ 33} 0 8 3 Diovysius Law. 
3 6g) 111 | 34016 4; 2 55 154); 14 9 
3 34) 1 eg! 295 210) 2% 65 1 2| O19 0 
3 63/110) 825 16 8| 2% 6 1 4 3 6 2)) 
3 8% 1 94;53003 17 5| 3 64 1 35 139 7 0 

















The families visited, are 82362.——The persons in these families, 49,294, being nearly one-fourth of 


work in the same is 23,060. ——The number of workers is 23,947. The total weekly w 
weekly average of 4s. 8jd. And for each of the whole number of persons visited, # 
gives an average of 3d a-week for each individual in the families visited. Fuel, 
average rent of 3d. being deducted from 1s. 9§d. the average income of each 


which 
cly average 
and wear of 
» leaves for 


to the families visited is £139 7s., or, fur each, § of a penny.——And the average income of each 
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TO THE 
EDITOR OF THE MORNING CHRONICLE 


Bolt-court, 21. March, 1833. 


Sir,—For about ten or twelve years, 
I think it is, I have wg,“ two 
Registers a week against six Morning 
Chronicles in the week. I will do this 
no longer. I will no longer have fel- 
lowship or communication with that 
paper, and my reasons are as follows: 
I have perceived in the Morning 
Chronicle, always, a disposition to in- 
troduce a government of spies and in- 
formers and gendarmerie and hired ma- 
gistrates into England ; a disposition to 
supplant the ancient laws and usages of 
the country by German and Austrian 
establishments ; a disposition to sweep 
away sheriffs, constables, watchmen, 
and all the whole of the county and pa- 
rochial officers of the peace ; and to in- 
troduce in their stead hirelings, exer- 
cing power coming immediately from 
the Government ; a disposition to super- 
sede, in effect, the humane poor-law of 
Elizabeth, and to treat the working 
people like so many slaves ; a disposi- 
tion, in short, to reduce Englishmen to 
a government of force, instead of a go- 
vernment willingly obeyed. This I have 
perceived, in that paper, for many years 
past, and have, upon several occasions, 
expressed my indignation at it; but, 
NOW, that man must be blind who 
does not see, in that paper, FEELERS 
continually put forth for the purpose of 
preparing the country for the establish- 
ment in England of just such a govern- 
ment as that which has so long existed 
in Ireland. That paper now tells us, 
almost in so many worids, that the 
POOR-LAW COMMISSIONERS are 
about to recommend the establishment 
of a police-force, which is to extend ail 
over England into the very villages, and 
that one object of it is to compel the poor 
to desist from demanding and ob!aining 
relief. The writer of the articles that 
I allude to, forgets that there was, in 
France, a police of this sort in every 
——— previous to the breaking out of 
the French revolution ; and that, the 
lice-force did not prevent that revo- 
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the distant provinces ;. and which did 
not proceed far, before those who had 
relied upon the police for their protec- 
tion, were sent out of their mansions as 
beggars upon the world. 

I charge the Morning Chronicle, as 
being a FEELER for effecting this pur- 
pose; and I detest and abhor it accord- 
ingly; and will no more have an 
transaction with it of any kind whaiso- 
ever. I believe that the scheme is very 
ripe in the minds of some persons, and 
[ think it my bounden duty to keep the 
country in a state of warning with re- 
gard to the thing itself, as well as with 
regard to its consequences, 

‘Wa. COBBETT, 





STAMP TAXES. 


I cannot answer the letters written 
to me on this subject. My whole time 
would not suffice for giving proper an- 
swers to a twentieth part of them. To 
one correspondent, who expresses a hope 
that I will not let the matter drop till I 
have obtained justice for the people, I 
had almost a mind to write an angry 
letter. When did he know me kta 
thing drop? As to obtaining justice 
for the people, that 1 cannot pledge 
myself for ; but I will pledge myself to 
leave undone nothing that I am able to 
do, in order to obtain that justice. The 
affair stands thus at present. On the first 
Monday in April I shall bringjforward the 
subject again ; and, if the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer do not then name some 
day before the 21. of April, on which he 
will bring in the bill of which he has 
spoken, | will, on the last Monday in 
April, have my bill ready, and move for 
leave to bring itin. If 1 have leave to 
bring it in, it is well; if. have not, I 
will then publish my hill, and show 
whet has been, and what is, and what 
ought to have been, and what ought 
now to be. The country will 
astounded at the sight; and, for @ 
own part, as I proceed in the WOFK,)> 
feel my heart filled with indignanes — 
that I cannot describe; indigo ¥ 





ution which began, not at Paris, but in 
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people should have been thus. treated 
for so many years, and that there should 
have been no one single member of 
Parliament to make a complaint in 
their name. 





ORKNEY ISLANDS, 
BRITISH LEGHORN. 
To Mr. William Cobbett, M.P. for Oldham. 


Sir,—These islands are benefited 
not less than 20,0001. a year by this ma- 
nufacture, which you were the first to 
introduce. The wages paid out to fe- 
males who plait the straw, somewhat 
exceed 12,0v0/. As high as siz quineas 
an acre are given for land to grow the 
straw, ina country the arable acres of 
which seldom exceed 25/., and rarely 
come up to that amount. ‘The owner 
of the land ploughs and lays down the 
crops ; but, after all deductions for his 
labour at the current rates of the coun- 
try, he pockets a nett rent of not less 
than 4/. 10s. an acre—the average of 
the arable land in Orkney being not 
14/. To such a pass is the manufac- 
ture brought, that bonnets have been 
made as high as 10l. in price ; 3/. or 41. 
have frequently been obtained for fine 
specimens. What renders it more pe- 
culiarly advantageous, the greater part 
of the labour is carried on by those who 
could not otherwise turn their hand to 
so good account—the young women. 
At this easy employment they find an 
Occupation every way suitable to the 
softness of their nature, and calculated 
to engender those little tastes and habits 
of nicety, neatness, and propriety in 
dress and behaviour, the ornament of 
their sex when kept in proper bounds. 
I have not by me, at present, an exact 
return of the number of persons wholly 
or partially employed in this manufac- 
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nufacture, if you include rent of land, 
wages of reaping, washing, bleaching, 
dressing, and plaiting the straw, sewing 
the plait, freights of vessels, and manu- 
facturers’ profits, bring in 20,0001. a year 
additional, to enable the Orkney man to 
eat his brown bread, to drink his beer, 
and kindle his fire in the middle of his 
hearth, for this good old Saxon custom, 
as well as that of drinking his own home- 
brewed, is cherished by the descendant 
of the Norseman. And a patriarchal 
sight it is to see the bluff old islander, 
behind the hallan, with his numerous 
offspring encircling him, to hear the 
fireside tale he tells them of the sea— 
some virtuous exploit of his younger 
days, for all fre seamen in their 
youth. 

To any county in Scotland the sum of 
20,000/, a year would be a vast accession 
to its resources, but this came to Ork- 
ney at a critical time, and went far to 
supply the deficiency occasioned in its 
revenue, when the kelp trade was 
ruined by the experiments of Huskisson 
and Poulett Thomson, backed by the 
stupidity of some of our northern re- 
presentatives. You may remember that 
this article of kelp, the staple of one 
third part of Scotland, and the staff of 
life to two hundred thousand families, 
was the firston which those bungling 
charlatans, who knew nothing of the 
true principles of free trade, tried their 
miserable hands. Having plunged the 
whole north and west of Scotland into 
ruin irremediable «and deplorable, they 
rested from their labours, till a wagon 
wheel avenged the wrongs of the house- 
less, and the orphan, and the exile on 
the Canadian shore. Thus itis to legis- 
late for men, as if they were sheep, and 
to sport with the property of the sub- 
ject 


as if there were no property in 
goods, Kelp, which brougis in 30,0001. 












































a year to Orkney, prior to the minis- 
tration >f that ill-omened Jacobin, Hus- 
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yards of plait manufactured, 
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95,0001., except 5,000/. of which this 
county has been robbed. 

You should know how this manu- 
facture is conductcd; the system is 
one very opposite to that of the Owenite 
social system, apt to become too social. 
Altogether, I am inclined to believe it is 
one which will meet your cordial appro- 
bation, unless I misapprehend entirely 
the spirit of your writings. It is chiefly 
carried on by two sensible men named 
Robertson and Ramsay, who were the 
first to introduce it, and have done 
much for its permanent prosperity. 
These two excellent persons, respected 
for their honesty, industry, frugality, 
moderation, and zeal, in every good 
that is to be done the poor, are also the 
pastors of an unobtrusive congregation 
of independents—a sect in Scotland 
differing little from our national esta- 
blishment, except in the article of church 
government, in their mode of solem- 
nizing marriages, in the administration 
of baptism, and partaking of the com- 
Munion. Each congregation chooses 
its own pastor, and is in itself a su- 
preme church court. The clergy are 
supported by the voluntary oblations of 
the faithful—not unfrequently by their 
own means ; for all are useful, all in- 
dustrious. ‘They reduce marriage more 
nearly to a civil contract, at least in 
some congregations. ‘They do not bap- 
tize infancy. They partake of the 
Lord’s Supper every Sabbath, instead of 
twice a year, as in our established 
church: and once a quarter, as with 
some of our sectarians. The same 
confessions of faith very nearly per- 
vade all our religious societies; Cal- 
Vinism is the bottom of their creed. 

In Kirkwall, the principal town of 
Orkney, the independents have one 
chapel (meeting-house), capable of 
holding 400 hearers ; and they have four 
or five others throughout the country, 
2 two of which Messrs. Robertson and 


y officiate on alternate days, at a 


distance from their homes of from 10! 


to 16 miles, in that boisterous climate, 
almost without a bridle road. “Thus, 
all Sunday, they lead their little flock 
“by the quiet waters ;” and, all the 
week, they carry on their beautiful ma- 


Orxney IsuanDs, Bririse LEecnHorn. 
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‘nufacture, dispensing bread to the ins 
dustrious, instruction to the ignorant, 
and comfort to the poor man’s hut, 
They live without reproach, and almost 
without envy, but for a few neighboor- 
ing fanatics who cannot abide that 
faith should be contaminated by good 
works. 

Here are no odious factories to poison 
health and morals ; no heaps of human 
beings are huddled on one another, at 
90 degrees of a thermometer, to 
breathe the air “of Pandemonium. 
Competition does not starve the indus- 
trious. No ten hours bills are necessary. 
The high-pressure system of labour 
which has enslaved your country, is 
yet unknown in mine. We have no 
troops of paupers mangled in the engine, 
or spirit-broken on the tread-mill. The 
expense of our poor, to each individual 
liable to pay rates, is one shilling and 
threepence per annum. Each pauper 
costs 2/. 11s, 8d. per annum, exclusive 
of voluntary aid. This arises not from 
want of poor-laws, but because we have 
no poor, except the blind, the maimed, 
the aged, and the sick ; every able man 
has work. 

The young women, who plait the 
straw, live at home with their parents ; 
they assist ‘‘ the good woman” in the 
duties of the house ; churn, make cheese, 
and milk the cows, bake, brew, and wash. 
They give part of spring and all harvest 
to their parents. If the family be nu- 
merous and strong, some stay at home, 
and some take hire at other farms, be- 
cause, the country being thinly peopled, 
labour is invaluable at that season, and 
the safety of the crop, beneath that va- 
riable sky, a duty paramount. This 
feeling, so necessary to the very ¢xist- 
ence of the inhabitant of this “ storm~ 
swept” land, the God of nature seems 
to have implanted in the breast of every 
one, with the force and the sanctity of a 
high religious duty. The old man, 
speaking of the weather, and the pros- 
pects of the harvest, reverentially 
touches his broad bonnet, beseeching 
“the mercy of God.” Till the cto 
has Leen secured, no man may pre e . 





be said to be his own master; & 
young lay all aside but the 
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works and not unfrequently I have seen 
them “ stack andscrew” by moonlight. 
Then all is cheerfulness : for, about this 
time, the young men are coming home 
from the Greenlaud fishery, high in 
spirits and provided with the rent; for 
these fine fellows throw all their savings 
into the common purse. I should tell 
you, nowhere is filial piety more re- 
spected than among this truly open- 
hearted people. 

Vast tracts of moor-land and of bog 
cover the interior parts of these islands, 
The cultivated lands stretch along the 
creeks and bays, and less precipitous 
cliffs, which intersect this -iron-bound 
coast. Patches of old green pasture, 
watered by the little streams which issue 
from the springs among the hills, lie 
interspersed among the waste lands, 
and are used as summer herding. Skirt- 
ing those wastes, stand the low turf 
cottages of the moorland farmers, with 
their few roods of arable ground, with- 
out any sort of enclosure ; a few stacks 
of digg and oats are in the yard, and an 
excellent stack of peats for fuel. ‘Thus 
provided, he hears the tempest whistle 
from without, fearless of its violence. 
Weiuther permitting, he goes out to fish ; 
the rest of his time he thrashes in the 
barn, mends his net or line, and ‘* winds 
bands,” which signifies making straw 
ropes; for such is his simple tackle. 
The women spin and plait thin straw ; 
and thus, in cheerful industry, the long 
hours of winter are beguiled. In sum- 
mer they work out of doors, and beside 
the corn-fields in early harvest, tending 
the cattle. 

Once a week, barefoot, with petticoat 
tucked, or, as they term it, “ kilted up,” 
they carry their work to the towns of 
Kirkwall and Stromness, whichever 
they happen to be nearest to, these 
being exactly fifteen miles. apart, situ- 
ated beside convenient harbours, almost 
at opposite extremities of the main 
land, and enjoying a tolerable trade. 
Here the principal manufacturers reside, 
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stream, wash their feet, and “ don their 
hose and shoon,” as your Chaucer hag 
it, by no means fastidious to the passingy 
stranger. This ceremony is reversed at 
their departure homeward ; for though 
not deficient in vanity, my countrywomen 
are careful and economical; and such is 
the effect of custom, that going bare~ 
foot, “ kilted to the knee,” exentes no 
unpleasant feeling there, as it is said to 
do with you in England. In the one 
case, it is accompanied by famine, filth, 
and squalor—the badge of misery; in 
the other, it is the sign of health and 
vigour; besides, one easily becomes 
reconciled to a well-turned leg and firm 
instep, ** albeit scant of hosen,’ to quote 
Chaucer once more. 

With the money they get for their 
work, and they reckon mighty shrewdly 
with the employer, our young women 
purchase the thousand little items they 
call necessaries, though God knows how 
correctly! An infinity of needles and 
pins, and tapes and starch, and soaps 
and blue—not omitting snuff for “ the 
old man,” flannel for the mother, and 
a trifle of finery for themselves, exulting 
in the thought of Sunday. Perhaps they 
are the least sophisticated of women, 
simple, obliging, contented, and kind ; 
kind beyond expression in their manner, 
and always civil, They are desperate 
at a bargain, much feared, yet beloved 
of the shopkeepers. All things con-~ 
sidered, perhaps no people enjoy hap- 
piness more purely unalloyed; their 
wants are few and easily satisfied; they 
are not oppressed, nor given to the 
abuse of taxable commodities. Every 
visit to the market-town is a minor 
of carnival; and each young woman 
contrives, by hook or crook, to have # 
dozen such to her share within the year. 
Her great pleasure there is, to walk 
avout the street, stari 
to call on ye ile: le jennie 
shopman, not o any more 
ladies in’ Cheapside, a sly look at the 
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be gratified to learn, that, for once, a 
species of labour has been invented, 
which gives bread to the industrious, 
without demoralizing them. 1 do not 
know whether this manufacture benefits 
the tax-gatherer ; if not, that is another 
singular exception ; but I hope the Bri- 
tish Leghorn will long flourish, without 
the paternal protection of Government. 

In another letter, I shall furnish you 
with the particulars of a case connected 
with these islands, and in which you are 
deeply interested, as a rep: esentative of 
the people; oneof whom Lam proud to 
subscribe myself with every sentiment 
of gratitude for your efforts in our be- 
half, in and out of Parliament, 


OxcaDeENsIs. 
4, Duncan-street, Eslinburgh, 


Exrracr rraom Rev. G. Townsenn’s Pamreaper. 





1. March, 1633. 





EXTRACT 


FROM 


A Plan for abolishing Pluralities, and 
non-residence, in the Church of Eng- 
land, by increasiny the value of poor 
livings, without Spoliation: ina iet- 
ter to Lord Henley. By the Rev. 
Geo. Townsenv, M.A.—Rivington, 
London. 


Ir is absolutely necessary in this hour 
of the agony of the Protestant Church 
of England, that the public who desire 
ecclesiastical reform, should have their 
attention directed to their lay-impro- 
priators, I shall avoid mentioning 
names, as they are not essential to my 
argument: while | shall submit to the 
consideration of Lord Heniey, and his 
associates, a few circumstances which 
rest upon undoubted evidence, and which 
may be regarded as common vecurrences. 

One noble Lord is the patron of a 
living, where there are ten thousand pa- 
rishioners. He possesses, as the de- 
scendant of the original grantee, not 
only all the great and small tithes, and 
all the church lands, but he claims, 
and by his agent receives, even the 
mortuary fees. The income of this no- 
bleman, which is principally, or in great 
part, derived from the spoliation of the 
church, exceeds, itis said, in annual va- 
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lue, three times the gross amount of 
the whole revenues of the church of 
Durham. Yet this nobleman would as 
soon think of endowing the mufti ofa 
mosque at Constantinople, with his 
tithes, as of augmenting the stipend of 
the poor incumbent of the district, from 
which a large portion of his immense 
revenues are derived. He is contented 
with allowing the same sinall salary to 
the present incumbent, which was 
granted in the reign of Henry the 
Kighth. He permits the poor clergy- 
man to be borne down with poverty, on 
the very living from which he is en- 
riched by all the great tithes. Yet, in 
this very place, it was, that one of the 
parishioners reflected, in my hearing, on 
the dignitaries of the church, fer not 
increasing the revenues of this large and 
impoverished parish, We do not envy 
this nobleman his great possessions. 
They are his by law: but they were ort- 
ginally granted upon conditions, the 
spirit of which he ts as much required to 
observe, as if the law of man, and not the 
law of God only, exacted his obedience. 
Here, then, I adopt the words of Lord 
Henley, when he speaks of the church 
revenues—My brethren, these things 
ought not so tobe. 

1 know of another lay-impropriator, 
who, in a parish of eighteen miles in 
length, receives all the great tithes, to 
the amount of several thousands a year, 
while the living itself yields ten pounds 
a year to the officiating minister. — 

{ know another lay-impropriator, 
who, in like manner, grudgingly allows 
a few pounds to the incumbent, while he 
exacts witha rigour which would dis- 
grace and shame a clergyman, the last 
sheaf towhich he can lay claim. Ought 
this to be? I know of another lay- 
impropriator who possesses the great 
tithes of a large parish and refuses even 
to mend the windows of the chancel 0 
the church, unless threatened with the 
penalties of the law. Ought thisto be? 

I know of another, a nobleman, 


possesses a la t yearly income 
speak true), ¥ et the whole ben of 
bishops ; a considerable of which 


is derived from the great 
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the poorest description, and remain un- | 
augmented, unnoticed, and unregarded. 
There are many lay-impropriators who 
seldom or never see the parishes from 
which they receive their tithes; nor 
contribute to their charities ; nor benefit 
them in any work of Christian love. So 
absolutely do they regard this owner- 
ship of the great tithes in the same 
light as their rents, or their funded pro- 
perty, that they would look upon him 
who proposed to them to augment their 
vicarages, from the tithes, as a mad- 
man, or as an idiot. J could enumerate 
a long and painful catalogue of similar 
instances. T'he truth must be told. The 
lay-impropriators have betrayed their 
trust ; the lay-impropriators have broken 
the originalcontractunder which theyhave 
so long possessed their tithes and lands. 
They have never granted to the poor 
vicars of the parishes from which they 
draw their great tithes, their ‘ eongrua 
portio,” as the ancient law expresses it, 
or as subsequent authorities designate 
it, their ‘‘ competent maintenance” — 
their “‘ convenable provision” —which 
was contemplated in the vriginal grant of 
the tithes to impropriators, of any kind 

They never seem to imagine that an 
equitable duty is imposed upon them, 
of increasing the maintenance of the 
poor incumbent. Yet in every case of 
deficient revenue, the ecclesiastical part 
of the church is clamorously called upon 
to make good their breach of contract. 
The beneficed clergy are required, by 
the public press, and by the orators of 
the day, to tax their already deeply 
burdened incomes, not to assist their 
own poor incumbents, but fo enrich and 
benefit the wealthy and noble lay pa- 
trons, by enabling them to present their 
friends and relations to livings which 
are to be made more valuable at the ex- 
pense of the impoverished priesthood. 
That poverty of the benefices, which is 
the consequence of the defalcation on 
the part of the lay-impropriators, is 
attributed to the clergy, as an ecclesias- 
tical crime, The clergy are taunted and 


insulted ; while the Jay-impropriators b 





themselves remain unsuspected of neg-} bo ie 
lect, and centinue unmolested n. thelr oO 


enjoyment of the ecclesiastical pos 
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sions, I say again with Lord Henley— 
these things ought not so to be. 

Before [ submit my plan of allevia- 
tion for these evils to the public, I wish 
to answer an objection which will be 
proposed, not to the principle on which 
{ would proceed, but to some of the re- \ 
marks I have now made, ‘ Why,” it th 
will be said, ‘‘ why should these ob- YW 
* servations be confined to the lay-im- Ht, 
“ propriators ? Have not the great tithes, 
‘* and the church lands, been taken from he 
‘the parishes, and from the parochial 
‘** clergy, and granted in many instances 
“* to bishops, colleges, deans and chap- 
** ters, and to other corporate bodies, 
** as well as to lay-impropriators ? Have 
“ these restored the tithes to the vicars? 
“ Ave there no livinigs in their gift, im- 
‘« poverished by the failure of these it 
* public bodies to provide the competent | 
‘* maintenance of which you speak ?” \ 

I answer, that the objection in many | 
instances would be found to be unan- Wy 
swerable. ‘The ecclesiastical, and other 
corporate bodies, have certainly not 
augmented the poor livings so fre- i} 
quently, or so extensively, as equity re- 
quires that they should have done. I 
would not, however, extend to them the 
remedy I am about to submit to the lay- 
impropriators, because the bill of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, as I have al- 
ready shown, enablesall the ecclesiastical 
bodies to fulfil the contract upon which 
the tithes, and other ecclesiastical reve- 
nues, were appropriated to their use; 
and because they are already acting 
upon that bill, and exerting themselves 
to remedy the evils in question. The 
Archbishop of Canterbury, and the 
Bishop of London, are augmenting all 
the poor livings in their gift, to the 
amount of three hundred a year. The 
Bishop of Gloucester, the Chapters of 
Windsor and of Westminster, are at- 
tempting the same object. I have no- 
doubt that all the other ecclesiastical 
bodies will follow their example; and. 
that these may be regarded 
only as specimens of what will be 
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tradiction, that no lay-impropriator in 
the kingdom (and there are many who_ 
possess a much larger property in tithes), 
has done one-tenth of the good which 
this church has conferred; not only since 
the passing of the archbishop’s bill, but 
during the last century and a half, 
upon its poor vicarages. Beneficial 
leases have been granted to Dalton, 
Bedlington, Eylingham, Ellingham, 
Norham, Elvet, Crossgate, and others. 
The chapter has long appropriated a 
large portion of its yearly revenues to 
this work of augmentation—and it is 
constantly increasing the value of its 
benefices. ‘They have long since re- 
solved to raise every living at their dis- 
posal to a certain amount, and to go on 
enlarging the income of the incum- 
bents, till they shall be in the receipt of 
that competent maintenance which they 
consider to be their due. For these 





reasons, therefore, | would not extend 
to the ecclesiastical part of the church 
the plan which | would submit to the 
approbation of the public. The bishops, 
deans and chapters, and colleges, are 
doing theirduty. Our rulers and dig- 
nitaries are on the alert; and with the 





powers which they now possess, they 
are able and they are willing to remedy 
the eviis of impoverished benetices, and 
their consequences, non-residence and 
pluralties. 

There is yet another objection which 
may be proposed, and which I shall 
therefore notice before I submit the de- 
tails of my new plan to the reader. 
“Why” (it will be again urged), “ why 
“‘are you not contented with the plans 
*“for improving the value of the poor 
“* benefices, which have been proposed 
“by the governors of the Queen Anne's 
** Bounty, aided by the Parliamentary 
“* grants—or with the plan proposed by 
“Mr. Miller, by Dr. Burton, by Lord 
“ Henley, and by these conjointly ?” 

I reply, that none of these plans are 
80 efficient, or so immediate in their be- 
neficial effects, as to afford that relief 
for the pressing emergencies of the 
case, which appears to be absolutely ne- 
cessary. The sums which have been 
placed at the disposal of the governors 





of Queen Anne’s Bounty, aided by Par- 
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liamentary grants to the amount of one 
million one hundred thousand pounds, 


have failed, in the course of more than a 


century, to raise each of the poor livings 
of England to 100/. a year, LordHenley’s 
and Dr. Burton's plans, even when 
united into one, as Lord Henley pro- 
poses, in the tract eppended to the end 
of the seventh edition of his pamphlet, 
would not increase the 3,000 poor livings 
in the gift of luymen, which are under 
1502. a year, to 3002. a year. The union 
of these two plans would yield, accord- 
ing to Lord Henley, 300,0001. a year, 
which, if divided among the 3,000poor 
livings, under 150/. a year, would give 
to each .100/. a year; and if divided 
among all the 4,361, would give to 
each less than seventy pounds: that is, 
it would not yield, even if we supposed 
that the whole fund could be devoted, 
without any material deduction, to the 
object in view, that competent mainte- 
nance for the clergyman which it is the 
intention of all our plans to obtain. 
Neither would Mr. Miller’s plan* ac- 





* Mr. Miller’s plan for the augmentation 
of poor bishoprics and livings, is— 

To require the payment of first fruits, ac- 
cording to present values; the first fruits to 
be considered as only ene half of a year’s in- 
come; two years to he allowed for payment. 
Aud bisboprics and livings under certain 
amounts to be exempt. 

A clerical tax, according to present values, 
underthe name of tenths, butupon agraduated 
scale, to be imposed, so as to produce an annual 
ainount nearly equal to one-tenth of all the cle- 
rical income of England and Wales, Bishoprics 
and livings under certain values to be exempt, 
aud the scale to be moved upwards as s002 a 
augmentation has brought the exempted pre- 
ferments to the minimum of the taxable in- 
comes: the same principle of increased ex- 
emption to be observed respecting first fruits. 

To reader present incumbents subject to at 
least one-third of the rate fixed, by the gra- 
duated scale, for the new payment of tenths. 

To obtain (towards the fund fur general 
augmentation) from the lay patron of avy 
poor living, which shall have been improved 
by grants derived from the clerical tenths, a3 
many years purchase of the annual amount 
of such augmentation as may be 
equitable. 

The whole of the funds arising in these 
various ways to be placed under the mapage~ 
went of Queen Anne’s Bounty. 

To re-unite bends, not residentiary, t0 
their proper tetngs 3 aud te connect reste 
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complish this desideratum. By his 
plan the livings which are now under 
seventy pounds a year, would be in- 
creased to one hundred a year in the 
course of ten years. Something must 
be proposed which will more rapidly, 
and more efficaciously, remove the 
evil, than has been hitherto suggested 
in any plan submitted to public appro- 
bation. 

Let us now, therefore, consider on 
what foundations a plan may be formed 
for increasing the poorer benefices: 
which shall not offend that part of the 
community, who are not guilty of de- 
siring the welfare of the Church of 
England. 

The plan must not be founded on the 
principle of confiscation : and this for 
two reasons, its impolicy, and its ineffi- 
ciency. Its impolicy has heen already 
shown, in its consequences of Uestroying 
the present frame work of the church. 
Its inefficiency appears in this, that if 
all the episcopal, decanal, and capitular 
revenues in England were to be divided 
at once among the 4,361 poor livings 
which are now under 1501. a year, they 
would not increase each of such livingss 
to the amount of two hundred per 
annum.” 

Confiscation, therefore, would be 
utterly inadequate to provide that com- 
petent maintenance which it is on all 
sides acknowledged, ought to be granted 
to every resident incumbent. Confis- 
cation and equal division of the church 
property generally would not secure the 
sum of 300/. a year to each clergyman ; 
though this sum is considered by all as 
the minimum income of every benefice 
in England. Confiscation, therefore, is 
not advisable. 





dentiary canonries with poor livings in the 
same diocese. 

My plan, Mr. Miller observes, should pro- 
duce at least 250,000/. per annum when in full 
operation. Dr. Burton’s not 60,000/. 

As to appropriated tithes in general, he pro- 
poses that they be charged along with those 
enjoyed by the vicar or perpe’ual curate in a 
just proportion, for the building and main- 
taining in a good state of repair the iocum- 
beut’s house. 


* This is easily proved by the Parliamentary 





But not only ought we to avoid re- 
sorting to this impolitic and inefficient 
mode of proceeding, we must take 





returns of 1818. We learn from these that 
there were, as | have before said, 4,361 livings 
in England and Wales under 150/. per anuum. 
There are 
12.. under .. 10 2 
45... under .. 20., and above... 10 

1i9.. onder .. 30.. andahove.. 20 

246... under... 40.. andabove.. 30 

314... under .. 50., andabove.. 40 

314... under .. 60.. and above... 50 

3O0L.. under .. 70.. and above., 

274... under .. 80.. and above... 70 

251 .. under .. 90,.. and above .. 

394... under .. 100... and above... 90 

250.. under .. 110... and above... 100 

289 .. under .. 120... and above .. I10 

254 .. under .. 130., and above .. 120 

217 .. under .. 140... and above ., 130 

219... under .. 150.. and above .. 140 

This is from a return made in 1415, when 
things were very high. It is allowed not to be 
complete. Thatis, there were even then,a 
few more livings of each of these classes. Now, 
as things have fallen, there must be many 
more.— Parliamentary Papers of 1818, vol. 
xviti., p. 215. 

The episcopal and decanal revenues have 
been estimated at 463,000/. Let us suppose 
this sum be placed without deductions at the 
disposal of the state for the purposes of contis- 
cation. To raise the 4,361 livings then to 
200/. a year would require as follows :— 

> 2 £ 
12 Livings at 10 to 200 would require 2,240 


45 now at Waocccccccccccs oe 8,100 
Pay e640 eee 30 eeeeeveee ee ee @# ee 20,230 
eee OO obs co bboe bdeoed 39 360 


314 ee eeeeee 50 CO eee eH ee ee eee 47,100 
Bidvccesece GB ieccvccrscereess GSO 
3B) ccvcicoce 70 eee ee eee eewenee 39,130 
278 nccccsee, B0cercccccccccccces SaysO 
ZT ccccccce Waoesececcceccccce 24,010 
506 .csees ee 100 eee eeeeeeree eeee 39,400 
GED 6:cnse ao 110 eC ertee tt ee eeeeee 22,500 
BHD cocccces IW eevescccceseceve SiyIDO 
254 .. eeeeeve DT tnwevbdaseds eee 17 ,780 
217 cere eee 140 Se eeee thee seeeee 13,020 
219 .cccsces 150 S#eeeeeeeeeeeeee 10,950 
3503 £387,990 
This return was not complete, for 658 liv- 
ings are omitted. Let us place these at the 
highest sum of 1507. To raise these to the 
amount of 200/. per annum, the additional 
sum of 128,700/. would be required. If we 
add this sum to the sum of 387,900/. we have 
the sum of 516,600/. required to raise the poor 
livings to 2004. a year each. That is, we re- 
quire more money by 53,6001. than the whole 
income now vested in bishops, deans, and 
chapters, to give to the poor clergy, by the 
of confiscation, the small pittance of two 
pounds a year. 
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care to devise a remedy which will not| union of the church with the state, can 


tax the sectarians or Dissenters. It is 
absolutely necessary to prevent any re- 
sistance on their part. Though the Epis- 
copalians of England would never have 
objected to an assessment for the sup- 
port of a Presbyterian or Independent 
church establishment, if the dynasty of 
Cromwell and the Long Parliament had 
remained permanent—though they, sub- 
mitting themselves to every ordinance 
of man for the Lord’s sake, would have 
paid every tax which the Government 
had imposed upon them, we cannot 
expect such proofs of Christian princi- 
ple, from the enemies of the Episcopa- 
lian establishment. My plan, therefore, 
would make an exception in favour of 
all Dissenters, so that they should 
have no reason to raise the war cry 
against us. 

We must not look for pecuniary aid 
from the Government, in any other form 
than that which the Government grants 
to railroads or canals, or to any public 
work. It is certain that Christianity is 
of such infinite importance to nations, 
as wellas individuals, that the Govern- 
ment of England, as well as that of 
every Christian country, ought to be 
ready and willing to make great sacri- 
fices for the good of the church of 
Christ. It is, however, to be feared, at 
this period of our history, that the state 
would not he disposed to take upon 
itself the expense of removing, either 
wholly, or in part, the evil which now 
Oppresses the church. Other plans, 
therefore must be suggested, and a re- 
medy must be found, which shall affect 
the parties more immediately interested, 
the patrons and the incumbents, and 
to a certain extent, the state. 

The patrons of livings are interested. 
If the value of the livings in their gift is 
materially increased, the advowson be- 
comes increased in value in the same 
proportion. 

The incumbent is interested: the 
Object being to improve his yearly in- 
Come. 

The state is interested. The Church 
of England deserves the approbation, 
the sanction, and the protection of the 


state which it has 80 long enjoyed. The 
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alone prevent our infidel or irreligious 
patrons of livings from presenting here- 
tical, Unitarian, worthless persons to 
the benefices of the church. The power 
of the state is required, to allow the 
ecclesiastical ruler of the church to le- 
gislate for the general good. The 
church, in return for this benefit, pre- 
serves the nation from anti-Christianity 
in all its forms. The Church of Eng- 
lands may be called, the eclectic sect of 
the Christianity of the world. It pos- 
sesses within itself all the truth and all 
the advantages which other societies ot 
Christians variously propose to them- 
selves. Jt enjoys the spirituality of 
worship aimed at by the Dissenters, with 
sufficient external discipline to prevent 
its disciples from falling into heresy or 
error. It comprises all the supposed ex- 
cellences of the church of Rome, by 
maintaining a standard of faith, a grada- 
tion of ranks, and a well-defined and 
well-ordered authority. It possesses 
property of its own, and it is exempted 
therefore from the temptation of be- 
coming the slave of the crown, or sub- | 
mitting to the caprices of the people. =~ 
It is the link between the princeandthe = 
peasant. It binds man to man, and man 

to God. Like the sun in the heavens, 

it shines alike upon the palace and the 
cottage: and the influence of its minis- 

ters is felt through all classes ofthe = | 
community, from the halls of Parlia- 
ment to the bed of the pauper. 

In thus speaking of the blessings of 
Christianity, how can I pass over the 
clergy of the Church of England. They 
deserve, and receive the approbation of 
the wise and good. Encompassed as 
we are by infirmities, some few excep- 
tions there must, and will be found out 
of twenty thousand ecclesiastics: but 
the far greater number deserve the eu- 
logy of Cave,* and the testimony quo 





* In te renovatam (says Cave, in his De- 
dication to the Church of England) int 
evi Cyprianici simplicitatem, Constants 
zelum ac puritatem, Theodosiani dee 
evratiay, ntinam addere liceret, et ft 
Vigeat apud te magis magisque anti! 
vlan. simplicitas ¢ sint Laici tui m 
| meee in fide firmi fortesque ; sint 3 


> 
. 





2 yt 






- 2 













am eat i 


‘from Dr. Chalmers by Lord Henley, 
«« How are they honored in the midst of 
“the people in the going forth of the 
‘ sanctuary. © When they put on the 
“robe of honour, and are clothed with 





“ the perfection of glory, they make the 
‘« garment of holiness honourable.”* | 
trust they will ever remain faithful to 
their trust, and obtain that love and 
homage which are due to them, as the 
servants of Christ. 

Let us now, then, consider what prin- 
ciples are sanctioned by the existing 
laws of the country, to enable us to com- 
plete a safe, just, efficient, and perme- 
nent removal of the evils of pluralities 
and non-residence. I find the acts of 
Parliament which recognise the founda- 
tions of the plan which I contemplate. 
They are these—the act called the 
Queen Anne's Bounty Act—the Gilbert 
Act—the Archbishop’s Act for enabling 
ecclesiastical patrons to augment livings 
—and the Act for Building and Enlarg- 
ing Churches and Chapels. Though the 
state is deeply interested in this matter, 
the parties more peculiarly and person- 
ally so are the patrons of the poor liv- 
ings, and the incumbents of the same, 
together with the bishop of the diocese, 
upon whom the duty devolves of enfore- 
ing residence to the utmost. 

In the Queen Anne's Bounty Act, or 
in the supplemental Act, lst Geo. I., 
I read a clause which requires the 
bishops to return to the Board of Com- 
missioners appointed under that act, an 
account of the value of all the improved 
livings in their dioceses. The same 
act also encourages the patrons of 
livings to make benefactions, for the 
augmentation of the living, on condi- 
tion that the governors ot the bounty 
will do the same, 

The Gilbert Act enables the incum- 





tui justitia amicti, doctrina ornati, et sit tu 
omne evum, ut hactenus, stupor mundi Cle- 





on) serenissimum Regem, omnesque 
_ ‘bentid constitutes, ut pro. 
dies ad Deum preces” ¥ 
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bent of a living to mortgage the living 
for the building of a parsonage house. 

_ The Archbishop’s Act enables eccle- 
siastical patrons to increase their livings 
by annexing to them certain tithes. 

The Church Building Act empowers 
the Lords of the Treasury to issue money 
for certain ecclesiastical purposes spe- 
cified in the act. 

Here are four several laws, which 
enable a bishop to value—an incumbent 
to mortgage—a patron to contribute, 
and the state to assist, in the augmen- 
tation of livings. 

I would propose, then, that when a 
living is under 1501. a year the bishop, 
on the principle recognised in the 
Bounty Act, return the report of the 
said living to the governors of the 
board. 

That the governors of the same be 
empowered to apply to the Lords of the 
Treasury for a temporary advance of 
money, not exceeding in the first in- 
stance any sum above 5,000/. or 5,7001, 
for the repayment and interest_of which 
ample security shall be given. 

That the ‘Treasury be empowered to 
advance this sum upon the joint security 
of the patron, the incumbent, and the 
Governors of the Board of Queen Anne’s 
Bounty. The money to be funded, or 
laid out in land, at the discretion of the 
patron and incumbent, with the appro- 
bation of the bishop and governors. 

By the advance of 5,000/. at four per 
cent., or 5,700/. at three and a half per 
cent., the living would be nominally 
increased 2001, a year. | 

To repay the principal of the money 
borrowed, I would propose that the in- 
cumbent give security, that the sum of 
100/. be paid by him, and be funded 
every year—and be permitted to remain 
in the funds at compound interest. By 
pr — 1001. per annum, at three 
and a half per cent., the present price 
funds, would pay off 5,000/. in 

ityenine years, or 5,700/. in 
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who shall mortgage his living for the 
same, or offer otherwise ample se- 
curity. 

That the patron be also required to 
give security to the bishop and the 
governors for the payment of another 
one per cent. of the same interest ; and 
that he do this in consequence of the 
increase in the value of his advowson, 
at the end of the time, when the prin- 
cipal borrowed shall have been repaid. 

The justice of thus calling on the pa- 
trons to contribute one per cent. wiil 
appear from a brief estimate of the in- 
creased value of the advowson. The 
advowson of a living will generally sell 
for twelve years’ purchase. Let us sup- 
pose the living which we desire to auy- 
ment, to be 150/.a year. ‘The advowson 
at this valuation might be purchased 
for 1,800/. If we add another 50/. per 
annum to the living, it immediately be- 
comes worth 2,400/. At the end of the 
period when both principal and interest 
shall have been paid, and the living per- 
manently inereased to 3501. a year, it 
will be worth 4,200/. It is, therefore, 


but just that the patron shou!d himself 


contribute to the improvement of his 
own property. 
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man who would become security for 
the regular payment of the required 
interest. 

The only question we have now to 
answer is—in what manner can the re- 
maining two per cent., or one and a half 
per cent., be raised, to assist the patron 
and the incumbent in their laudable 
undertaking to increase the value of the 
benefice ? 

To raise, then, the remazning per 
centage which is necessary to aid in the 
abolishing of the pluralities and non-re- 
sidence which offend the church, I would 
propose, that the lay-zmpropriators m 
general should be required to make up 
the deficiency in the interest of the sums 
borrowed from the Treasury to aug- 
ment their own livings ; and that the 
Government be empowered by Parlhia- 
ment to extend their present ecclestaste- 
cal inquiry to the whole of that large 
amount of property which was oregi- 
nally vested in the church, whether vt 
be land or tithes : while the bishops, in 
the meantime, shall ascertain from the 
incumbents and the patrons the number 
‘of applications that will be made for 
grants of the 5,000/. or 5,700/., in order 





| that they may be made acquainted with 


Ifthe patron should decline paying | the amount of interest that will fall to 
this one per cent., he may be permitted | the share of the lay-impropriators, afier 


by the Act of Parliament to se!l the 
next presentation to any person who 
will engage to do so in his place. To 
effect a general increase in the value of 
benefices, and thereby to induce resi- 
dence, is so important; and the la 
patrons are so much interested, that 
every facility should be afforded, by the 
public law, to encourage and to assist 
their attempts to promote this great 
object. 

The crown livings being large, would 
of course be exempted from the neces- 
sity of requiring augmentation. 

Many of the livings in the gift of the 
Chancellor are of small value. To eall 
upon this great legal authority to in- 
crease these by paying one per cent., 
upon the money borrowed for their 
augmentation, would be absurd. The 
Chancellor might be empowered, there- 
fore, to grant the next turn of the pre- 
sentation of his livings to any gentle- 


|that the incumbents.and patrons have 


advanced their two per cent. 

When this is effected, the state by Act 
of Parliament may assess all the lay tithe 
property and all ancient church landed 
property which have been granted to 
laymen by the rapacious Henry. In- 
stead of taxing the lay-impropriators 10 
the heavy manner in which the church 
itself is willing to be charged by the 
acts of Charles If. and by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury's bill, for the purpose of 
raising all the poor vicarages in their 
gift, at their own expense, to 300/. a 
year, I would recommend, that the lay 
church property in general be assesse 
Sor the lay livings in al; and 
thus a fund be formed, from which the 
remaining per centage on the sums @ 
vanced by the state might be draw. 

By this means, the incum | 

living would be i } 














to the amount of. fifty pounds a yea: 








ceived would have been repaid, the be- 
nefice would be worth 350/. At that 
time if it seemed advisable, another 
5,000/. or 5,7001. could be borrowed on 


the same principle ; the living would | 
then be raised to 4007. a year, and at the; half the lands of England and the 
whole of the tithes belonged to the 


would be increased to 550/.—and so, on | 


end of the seeond twenty-nine years, it 


this plan, the livings of England would 


be gradually augmented, without spo-. 


liation, to the suitable and adequate 


maintenance required by the ancient law. | 
This would prepare the way for the) 
measure proposed by Lord Henley, that | 
residence should be enforced ; and no| 


plurality should be permitted where a 
living has been increased to the amount 
of 4001. per annum. Such would be 
the happy result in every living now 
worth 1502, at the end of twenty-nine 
or thirty-two years. In the course of 
one generation the evils of non-resi- 


dence and pluralities would wholly) 


cease, 

If the ecclesiastical part of the church 
is assessed to benefit the poor livings in 
their gift, on what principle of justice 
cin it be enacted that they should be 
also taxed out of their burdened re- 
venues to increase the livings, and add 
to the influence and wealth of the lay- 
impropriators? Why should the pro- 
perty of the ecclesiastics be taken from 
them, to enable this nobleman, or that 
gentleman, to present his relution or 
Jrtend to a more valuable living than 
he had formerly the power todv? Tax 
the church to benefit the chureh livings ; 
tax the lay-impropriators and the lay 
patrons, to benefit the lay livings. 

Let us now suppose, that the incum- 
bents, and Jay patrons of each of the 
three thousand poor livings in their gift, 
make application to the interest fund 
raised by the contributions of the lay- 
impropriators for the purpose of increas- 
ing the value of their separate benefices 
—we shall find, that the sum which 
would be demanded from the Lords 


the Treasury, would amount. alte her |} 


to 15,000,0001,' or to 17,000,006 
money. The interest of e fort : 
at 4 per cent., would-be 60 


a 
4 





At the end of twenty-nine years, or’ 
thirty-two years, when the capital re-| 
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year, and of the latter at 34 per cent. 
about 598,500. In either case one per 
cent. or about 150,000/, would be pro- 
vided for, by the patrons; 150,000/. by 
the incumbents, and the remaining 
300,000/. by the lay-impropriators. 
Before the reformation more than 


‘church. ‘The rental of England has 


been estimated at 37.000,000/, Let us 
put it down at 30,000,0004, and take 
the half of this sum, which has been 
bestowed upon laymen. ‘The result will 
be that 15.000,00024., half of the rental 
of England and Wales, will be subjected 
to the assessment, which I propose. 
The whole of the tithes of England 
and Wales, have been lately valued at 
2,000,0001., one-third of which have 
been also cunfiscated to the use of lay- 
men. One-third therefore of 2,000,000 , 
which is 666,666/., will fall under the 
census I wish to establish. The con- 
fiscated rental added to the confiscated 
tithes, will give 15,666,666/.; one and 
a half per cent., or two per cent., upon 
this sum, will be suflicient to meet the 
300,000/. of interest, to be advanced by 
the lay-impropriators, as the assessment 
upon the lands which formerly belonged 
to the church. 

I would propose, then, that after the 
bishops have reported the exact number 
of poor livings in the gift of laymen ; 
and after the return also of the extent 
of lands and tithes once belonging to the 
church, but now possessed by laymen, 
is completed and given in; that the 
Government assess all such lands and 
tithes, to the amount necessary to meet 
the interest required to enable the lay 
patrons and incumbents of the smaller 
benefices in the gift of laymen, to aug- 
ment such benefices to the amount of 
300/. per annum. : ne 

This plan is not only efficient, it 
is peed For while the ecclesiastical 
part of the church have agreed to take 
care of their poor benefices, it calls 
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strated by unanswerable documents, that 
the ecclesiastical part of the church is 
totally incompetent to remove the evil. 
If all, aye all, the ecclestastical reve- 
nues were to be at this moment equally 





divided among the poor livings, they 
would not be raised to 300/. a year, 
while the whole church would be re- 
duced to one hopeless, remediless, pain- 
ful, state of poverty. The clergy have 
made, and ‘are willing to make every 
sacrifice. Let the laity who possess 
the laryest share of the revenues, for- 
merly appropriated to the support of 
the Christian religion among us, be 
required to do the same. They have as 
yet done nothing. It is not just that 
those who receive ecclesiastical re- 
venues, should be called upon to con- 
tribute to the support of: that sacred 
service, for which those revenues were 
originally bestowed. 

The plan is just, as it affects the 
Dissenters ; for itdoes not expose them 
to any tax for the benefit of those insti- 
tutions which they are pleased to dis- 
approve. Many Dissenters are, how- 
ever, the owners of lay tithes. These, 
of course, could not be exempted from 
the operation of the act. 

The efficiency of the plan, too, is 
more evidently developed, when it is 
taken into account, that at the end of 
the twenty-nine years, or thirty-two 
years, when the first sum borrowed, 
will have been replaced, application 
may be made for another 5,000/. or 
5,700/., so that the benefice, may be 
increased indefinitely, to any amount. 

The plan is worthy of the greatness 
of the nation. Fifteen millions of money 
may at first sight appear to be a large 
sum. But it must be considered that it 
is only borrowed for a definite time, 
upon fair terms, and upon good secu- 
rity; and it is borrowed to accomplish 
a most momentous object, to make 
provision for the establishing and the 
perpetuating of the worship and service 
of Almighty God. As a Christian 
nation, our first duty is to serve and 
honour Him. The state is, therefore, 
bound by the most solemn obligations 
to take care that all its peopie should 
have the benefit of religious instruction, 
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and that the means of. grace should be 
freely and ever open. For this great 
and holy purpose it is necessary that 
every parish should have its resident 
clergyman, for whom a_ competent 
maintenance should be provided. God 


\is the King of kings, and the Lord of 


nations ; and kings and nations are re- 
quired, as their first duty, to provide 


for the establishment of true religion, 


and by so doing to provide for the best 
happiness of their subjects and people. 
The king or senate, the magistrate, or 
government, or by whatever name the 
sovereign power of a people may be 
designated, which does not provide for 
the propagation of the faith of the Son 
of God, among the people over whom 
he may be appointed to rule, is guilty 
of the violation of the most sacred duty, 
which can devolve upon a rational, ac- 
countable, and religious being. 

To these advantages it may be added, 
that the plan I have proposed is ‘strictly 
and wholly conservative. It maintains 
all the existing framework of the church. 
It makes no innovation, while it effects 
the most extensive, and most desirable 
improvement. It keeps all things in 
their places. It proposes no capricious, 
useless, harsh, arbitrary changes. It is 
opposed to the principle of the leveller, 
who would reduce us all, to an equal 
and degrading poverty. It is opposed 
to the Jacobin in religion, who would 
dishonour the bishops by committing 
their power to the hands of self-elected 
societies. It puts to silence the clamour 
of the enemy, on the only point in which 
the church can with justice be attacked. 
Nor is this all; the great and peculiar 
advantage derived from my plan appears 
to me to consist in this, thatit strengthens 
the sacred union between the church 
and the state: and in this hour of the 
renewed trial and danger of our vene- 
rable episcopacy, it increases the power 
of the bishops of the church, in that 
manner which was once sanctioned by 
the public law of England, and by the 
decrees of the best councils in imi- 
tive church, and which is most_ 
ant with the very object and des 
episcopacy. The office care 
bishops, says Bingham, was, to see © 
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the revenues of the church were ma- 
naged and disposed of to the best 
advantage. ‘The councils of Antioch * 
and Gangrat have several canons, 


to this purpose, namely, that all the. 





'perty. It will be ‘said—** Even, if it 
‘should be granted that the first 
‘owners of the church lands, and of 
** the great and small tithes, have neg- 
** lected to perform the implied, or the, 


incomes and oblations of the church |“ expressed conditions of their contract 


shall be dispensed, at the will and |‘ 
discretion of the bishop, to whom 
the people and the souls of men are 
committed.. Those called the apos- 
tolicalt cAnons and constitutions § speak 
of the same power. And Cyprian notes, || 
that all who received maintenance 
from the church, had episcopo dispen- 
sante, by the order and appointment 
of the bishop. He did not, indeed, al- 
ways dispense with his own hands, but 
by proper assistants, such as his arch- 
deacon, and the Cconomus; which 
some canons** order to be one of the 
clergy of every church; but these 
officers were only stewards under him, 
both of his appointing, as St. Jeromett 
ohseryes, and also accountable to him as 
the supreme governor of the church. 
And this was agreeable to the primitive 
rule and practice of the apostles, to’ 
whose care and custody, the people's 
oblations, and things ‘consecrated to 
God; were committed. They chose 
deacons to be their assistants, as bishops 
did afterwards ; still retaining power in 
their own hands to direct. and regulate 
them, in the disposal of the public 
charity, as prime stewards of God’s re- 
venue, and as the chief masters of His 
household. }f 

Iam now brought to the considera- 
tion of the objections which may be 
offered to the measure I would recom- 
mend, 

The first, great, obvious, and appa- 
rently insurmountable difficulty which 
presents itself is, that it seems to imply 
a violation of the rights of private pro- 





* Con. Antioch, c. 24 and 25, 
* Con. Gangr. c.7 and 8.» 


+ Canon Apost. c.31 and 38, 
i. Constit. tol. lib. 2. c. 25. | 
Cypr. Ep. oe Just. Mart, Apol. 2. 
" > aoe Cha Ry ie 
ieron, 
copus, cui “ni ba 
pensationi F ™. 
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eae pot ecclesia! state “is bound 


‘—vought that property, which, in the - 
** course of time, has devolve: upon the 
‘* present successors, who have long en- 
** joyed, or lately purchased it, without 
*‘ the sinallest apprehension of any de- 
** duction of this nature—to be subject- 
** ed to the payment you’suggest ?” 

This objection I acknowledge to be 
so valid and powerful,that I again affirm, 
that the state is a proper power to inter- 
fere, to remove the evil which now 
presses so heavily upon the church, If 
the state could. be induced to undertake 
the charge of meeting the remaining 
per centage, after the incumbent and 
patron have contributed their portion, 
the matter at issue, would be brought 
to a speedy conclusion. But as we 
have, unhappily, no reason, at this pe- 
riod, to anticipate a successful applica- 
tion in this quarter, we are compelled 

to seek relief from other sources. 

The sum of 300,000/., which would 
be required from the lay-impropriators, 
is too large to be raised by voluntary 
contributions. The utter spoliation of 
all the existing church property (it has 
been proved) would not be sufficient to 
provide for the livings the ‘* congrua 
portio,” or competent maintenance, 
which ought to have been constantly 
reserved as the portion of the incumbent, 
from the lands and the tithes of the 
church, which have been alienated to 
laymen. The only party, therefore, 
From whom the nation and the poorer 
clergy, who hold livings under the lay 
patrons, with any of justice, can 
ri assistance, od those who have 


en y of the 
heath wih a be been Gradioand to 
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have followed them through many suc- 
cessive generations, have been equally 
negligent; if all these have departed 
from the spirit, intention, and purpose 
of the original grant, and have received 


many hundreds, or many thousands a 
year from the ancient revenues of the 
church: if they have permitted the 
clergyman, through this long period, to 
be a pauper, in the midst of the abund- 
ance of that wealth which once be- 
longed to the church—is this any argu- 
ment fur the continuance of a scanda- 
lous abuse? Can it be sheltered under 
the plea of antiquity, or under the affir- 
mation, that the holder of tithe pos- 
sesses a portion of the church revenue, 
as an inheritance, by descent, although 
he has never fulfilled the conditions on 
which it was granted, and the non-ob- 
servance of which has afflicted the 
ehurch with a pauperized clergy ? 
The time has arrived when all abuses 
shall be done away in this favoured 
country: and there is not among us 
one, no, not one abuse—ihere is not one 
corruption in the body politic, no, not 
one, more intolerable or more flagrant 
than this, that the property of the 
church should have been given away to 
laymen, under the condition of pro- 
viding for the spiritual wants of the 
people; and that this condition should 
have been generally violated—that the 
laymen should rejoice in the wealth of 
the church, while the clergyman, from 
whom the tithes have been wrested, is 
degraded to poverty—and that the other 
clergy should be called upon to tax 
themselves to remove that poverty, 
which has been produced by a breach 
of contract on the part of the lay-im- 
propriators. The time has arrived,when 
the state is required to compel the 
holders of the lay tithes to fulfil the 
original contract on which those tithes 
were granted, and to provide, in some 
manner, for the spiritual instruction of 
the parishes from which they receive 
them. 

But I shall be told, that this lay- 
tithe property is sanctioned by preserip- 
tion, and secured by law; and, there- 
fore, that it cannot be touched by the 


















Townsenp'’s Pampater. 756 


church, or state, without endangering 
all other property. 

I am unwilling to avail myself of any 
argument which:is derived from the 
principle of the measure, generally 
known by the name of the Reform Bill, 
But the truth is, that Bill has abolished 
prescription, when prescription alone is 
pleaded as a defence for the perversion 
of a trust. A certain number of bo- 
roughs had been invested by the public 
law, with the privilege of returning re- 
presentatives to the House of Commons. 
[n consequence of individuals obtaining 
property in, and around, those boroughs, 
they were enabled to command the few 
votes attached to them, and thus to send 
to the Parliament whom they pleased. 
The honour of obtaining a seat on the 
benches of St. Stephena’s chapel, with- 
out the trouble, expense, and degrada- 
tion of a personal canvass, and other in- 
conveniences, was so highly prized, that 
it was purchased with large sums of 
money. By this means a peculiar pro- 
perty was formed, which was sanctioned 
by prescription, and tolerated by the 
public law. So fully were boroughs 
esteemed a property, that Mr. Pitt pro- 
posed to make an ample compensation 
to the proprietors, when he advocated 
the disfranchisement of a certain num- 
ber of the borough towns; and he 
absolutely did so, in Ireland, at the time 
of the union. The legislature, how- 
ever, has lately resolved to disfranchise 
these boroughs, without granting coin- 
pensation, on a principle, which appears 
to be, in some measure, applicable to 
the lay holders of the property of the 
church. It decided, that the owner of 
a borough could not claim compensa- 
tion, for the power of returning a mem- 
ber to Parliament, although that power 
had become property, because tt was an 
abuse of a functionary trust. It was 
alleged @hat the owner of a borough 
held only a certain trust, or privilege, 
of which he might justly be deprived, 
when the good of the public made 1 
expedient for him to relinquish 't- 
Expediency destroyed prescription. The 
trust was no longer a public benefit. 
The law, therefore, inte d, to de- 





prive the proprietors of the trust ; and 
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made no compensation for that revenue, 
or property, which the owner had 
"acquired, from the anxiety of gentle- 
men to procure, by his means, admis- 
sion into Parliament. 

1 am unwilling to urge this new prin- 





ciple of law as an argument in support 
of my plan. I would forbear to say to 
the lay-tithe holders, ** That the law of 
“ Reform deciares that a functionary 
“trust being perverted for private in- 
™® “ terests, shall cease to be regarded as 
<property.” ButI cannot avoid stat- 
S ing, that the principle of legislation 
' which destroved, without compensation, 
the superiorities in Scotland, and the 
boroughs in England; will apply also 
to every perverted functionary trust, 
which has, in like manner become a pro- 
perty. If the tithes, and other church 
revenues, were held by the grantees of 
| the King, and by the successors of the 
grantees, under the condition of provid. 
ing for the competent maintenance, in 
every case, of an incumbent; a portion 
of those tithes and church revenues be- 
came a functionary trust; and if the in- 
-cumbent has not been maintained, that 
| functionary trust has been perverted, for 
private interests, and has become a pro- 
perty; and the Legislature has decided 
that such property shall no longer be 
covered by prescription, The argu- 
ment, as I would apply it, refers only to 
that part of the lay-tithe, and other 
church property, which ought to have 
been devoted to the maintenance of the 
incumbent. If expediency, our new 
rule of legislation, calls upon us to can- 
cel prescription in other instances of 
perverted trust, for the public benefit ; 
will not that expediency apply also to 
the case of the holders of the church 
property, who have perverted the trust 
committed to them, by failing to pro- 
vide for the support of that clergyman ? 

I call upon Lord John Russell, the 
master patriot of the day, who suc- 
cessfully fought the battleof expediency, 
} *gainst the rights of prescription, to 
assist the clergy in the great and more. 
noble cause of Church Reform. His. 
family are possessed of church pro-' 
perty to a very. extent. I call, 





Upon him to give additional proofs of 


his patriotism, by soliciting his no- 
ble family, either, amply to endow, 
according’ to the spirit of the grant 
to his ancestors, every poor clergyman, 
who may reside in the parishes from 
which the ducal revenues of the house 
of Bedford are derived ; or to set an 
example to all other lay holders of 
church property, by contributing largely 
to some general fund for the augmen- 
tation of the impoverished benefices. J 
am sure he will acknowledge that 
abbey lands are quite as fit objects of 
such taxation, as the lands of deans and 
chapters. I call upon this great re- 
former of the state to become 
equally eminent as a_ reformer in 
the church. [ call upon the Mar. 
quis of Cleveland, Lord Mount- 
cashel, the Duke of Devonshire, and 
hundreds more, who are wealthy from 
the ancient property of the church, to 
imitate the conduct I would recommend 
to the house of Bedford ; and to come 
forward largely, freely, and nobly, ¢o re- 
move that property which is the scandal 
of the establishment, and which they, 
the lay holders of the tithes, have alone 
occaszoned. 

I call upon the state to extend the 
principle of Lord Harrowby’s Bill, which 
has only as yet been applied to lay pro- 
perty in advowsons, to lay property in 
tithes. This nobleman brought in a 
bill, and an act was passed in the 57th 
year of George the Third, which, at one 
blow, reduced the value of all the ad- 
vowsons of the poorer livings in the 
possession of lay patrons. It obliged 
the incumbent,who had been accustomed 
to allow only a certain stipend to the 
curate, to make a great additional in- 
crease of salary, according to the re- 
ceipts of the benefice, and it thereby 
diminished the salable value of the ad- 
vowson. It is evident that no parent 
would advance as much money for the ad- 
vowson of a living of two hundreda year, 
out of which the bishop had the power of 
enforcing one hundred and fifty pounds 
a year to be devoted to the curate—as 
he would be disposed to have done be- 
fore this act existed, when sixty or se- 


vent annually, was esteemed a 
venty pounds, y> —egrere 
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of the legislature, however, was most | 


advowson, asa functionary trust. It 
interfered to prevent the longer conti-| 
nuance of an abuse of that trust. It told 
the jay patron, you shall not consider this 
advowson to be your property, until the | 
trust on which you originally received | 
it, be fully discharged. First, provide | 
for the wants of the church, to which 
you present, and then, calculate the 
marketable value of your property. The 
act in question has conferred the most 
extensive power on the bishops, by 
enabling them to appoint curates, to 
make over to those curates the par- 
sonage-houses ; to protect.them from 
the caprice of their employers, and by 
enabling them also to declare the salary 
to be, in some instances, equal in value 
to the whole living. Ler tae princt- 
PLE, THEN, OF THIS ACT BE MADE THE 
PRECEDENT FOR LEGISLATIVE INTERFE- 








RENCE FOR THE GENERAL BENKFIT OF 
THE CHURCH; AND BECOME THE BASIS 
OF ECCLESIASTICAL REFORM. As the 
advowson was regarded as a functionary 
trust, in the same light let the lay tithe 
be considered. Let the trust be duly 
fulfilled for the benefit of the people ; 
and when that is accomplished, estimate 
the remainder, and that only, as an in- 
tangible and hereditary property. 

I well know that every plan, effort, 
or proposal, which does not include ec- 
clesiastical taxation, or the general 
spoltation of deans and chapters, will 
be received with every kind of opposition 
and unworthy clamour. Some will de- 
sire all things to remain as they are, 
whatever may be the positive incon- 
veniences under which the church may 
labour, because they are intimidated by 
the principleof change, Others would, 
without remorse, remove the ancient 
Jandmarks of our country, and innovate 
recklessly and fearlessly, provided the 
plans of alteration are characterized by 
unsparing boldness and extensive de- 
struction. Our wisdom is to preserve 
nothing, merely beeause it is old ;: and 
to admit nothing, merely because it is 
new. The times, since the adoption of 
our novel principles of legislation, de- 
mand of us to judge of all institutions, 
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solely from their real usefulness, The 
friends of the Church of England (while 
they believe Christianity to be of divine 
authority), are willing to rest the claims 
of the establishment upon this founda- 
tion. We believeit to be the most use- 
ful institution in the land, because it 
enables every subject in England to 
partake of the holy sacrament, to enjoy 
the other means of grace and salvation, 


and to unite in one common worship of 


God. 


The fashionable language of the 
day is, that men are to choose their own 
religion ; and the reasonableness of to- 
leration permits them, and that wisely, 
sotodo. As, however, there is but one 
God, and but one way of offering him ac- 
ceptable service ; it becomes the bound- 
en duty of the government, to provide 
by a national establishment, for the reli- 
gious instruction of the peasant, the 
thoughtless, and the poor. By the division 
of the country into parishes, the church 
accomplishes this important object. 
But this very division implies the resi- 
dence, not of a curate only, buat of an 
incumbent also ; and therefore it is, that 
non-residence is the one great evil, 
which the bishops condemn—which 
laws are enacted to restrain—which all 
the ecclesiastical bodies are using every 
effort to remove; but which will ever 
remain a spot upon our bright escut- 
cheon, until the lay-patrons, and lay- 
impropriators will co-operate with the 
clergy to efface this indefensible re- 
proach. I would implore all those who 
have so long possessed the property of 
the church, as their own, without giving 
any labour in return, to unite with 
those who possess a similar property, 
and who regularly perform a duty 19 
return, to render our institution at once 
more effective and more salutary. 

I make no apology for this letter. 
have endeavoured to point out the 
cawse and the remedy of existing eccle- 
siastical evils and abuses. I am desirous 
with Lord Henley only to promote the 
good of the public, and the benefit of 
the church of Christ. I must again re- 
peat, whatever the clergy are able to do, 
they are willing to do. If the laity who 
have shared the wealth of the church, 
and who profess to be interested in 1 
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welfare, will now come forward to assist 
the establishment in this hour when the 
storm has again fallen upon her—all 
may yet be well. If they imagine, how- 
ever, that the clerical possessions may 
bealienated from the present, to other 
possessors, at the will of the law com- 
missioners—if the public become ac- 
customed to change, alter, appropriate, 
and arrange as they please, the property 
of the church—the sanctity of every kind 
of property is destroyed—the clerical 


» resources will vanish—the lay tithe will 


follow—and the large landed properties 
will soon, very soon, be swept away be- 
fore the ever-increasing. storm. The 
love of change “* will grow by what it 
feeds on.” ‘The church is the vanguard 
of the state. The tithe of the church is 
the vanguard of the reut of the landlord. 
The withholder of the former soon be- 
comes the spoliator of the latter. J 
plead for the preservation of all pro- 
perty, when I entreat the English land- 
lord still to protect that church which 
he at first endowed, and has so lony 
upheld: and to grant to the clergy that 
“competent maintenance” which will 
enable the King, the Parliament, and the 
bishops, to remove every real evil—to 
destroy all just complaints—to restore 
influence to the church and strength to 
the state—and to complete the holy re- 
formation of the church, by annihilating 
the effects of its ancient and most unjus- 
tifiable spoliation. I would say to all— 
“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem— 
“ They shall prosper that love Thee.” 


_— ——— 
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From the LONDON GAZETTE, 
Fripay, Marcu 15, 1833. 


INSOLVENTS. 
SMITH, W,, Lymington, Hampshire, surgeon. 
TODD, W., Rurel, Staffordshire, paiuter. 


THRELKELD, W., Winchester-s:reet, Broad- 
Street, grocer, 


BANKRUPTS. 


BEER, W., Bristol, wharfinger. 
BULMAN, T., and Joseph Mellor, Ma ches~ 


ter, drapers, 


| BURTON, J., High Holborn, grocer. 





é 


on R., and Richard Mayor, Manchester, 

yers. 

GIBSON, R, P., Manchester, victualler. 

HARDY, R., Barbican, victualler. 

HARGILL, S.S., Newlay, near Leeds, dyer. 

HARRISON, R., Atherton, Lancashire, cot- 
tun-manufacturer. 

HUNT, W., Rochdale, Lancashire, woollen- 
manufacturer, 

KEENE, J. C., Crooked-billet-yard, Kings- 
land- road, bricklayer. 

LANCASTER, J., Aberdeen-place, Edgware- 
poad, Paddington, and Caplaud-street, Lis-- 
son-grove, builder. 

ROACH, R.S., Great St. Helen's, Bishops- 
gate-street, wine-merchant. 

RYLAND, C., Birmingham, iron-merchant. 

VALANTINE, J.S., Foxhill, Warwickshire, 
brickmaker. 


SCOTCH SEQUESTRATIONS, 


ROSE, D., Glasgow, merchant. 
SMITH, J., Dundee, manufacturer. 
SMITH, P., Dundee, manufacturer. 





Tuespay, Marcu, 19, 1833. 


INSOLVENT. 


PRESTON, F, St. George’s-place, Hanover- 
square, confectioner. 


BANKRUPTCY SUPERSEDED. 


SCHONSWAR, G., Kingston - upon - Hull, 
merchant, 


BANKRUPTS., 


BADGER, W., Merthyr Tidvil, Glamorgan- 
shire, grocer. 

DAWSON, W., Yeadon, Yorkshire, grocer. 

FIDDES, R., Hackney, tavera-keeper. 

HALL, J., Barton-upon-Humber, Lincoln- 
shire, builder. 

HAWKSWORTH, C., Liverpool, licensed-vic- 
tualler. 

HUDSON, John, Haslingden, Lancashire, 
plumber. 

LIKIN, J., Leeds, merchant. 

ISAACS, A., Petticoat-lane, Spitalfields, rag- 
merchant, 

JOWETT, J., Great Queen-street, Lincolns- 
Inn-fields, furnishing-ironmonger. 

NICOLL, A., Conduit-street, Bond-street, 
tailor. 

NOAD, D. L., Copthall-court, agent. 

SCHONSWAR, G. and H., Kingston-upon- 
Hull, merchants. 


SCOTCH SEQUESTRATION. 
BOWER, W., Arbroath, merchant. 





LONDON MARKETS. 


Mark-Lanr, Conn-Excuance, Mar. 18. 
The supplies fresh up to this morning $s mar- 
ket, from t!@ home countics were — idedly 
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short; the condition, however, having im- 
proved, particularly the Essex and Kentish 
samples, and a demand existing for York- 
shire account as well as on the part of our 
own millers, all the better descriptions were 
taken off hand at an advance of full Is. per 
quarter from last Monday, and for extra fine 
parcels 2s. more movey was realized; se¢- 
condary qualities were also the turn dearer, 
and at the close of the market little was left 
unsold. The few samples offering of free 
foreign Wheat of good quality fully partici- 
pated in the improvement. 

In Bonded Corn we heard of no transactions. 

Barley was io limited supply; bright Malt- 
ing descriptions obtained sale at au advance 
of Is. per quarter on the prices of this day 
week, although no improvement is to be noted 
on Friday's terms; secondary and inferior 
parcels were in limited request at former 
rates. 

Malt continued to move slowly off band. 

Oats met with a fair demand at the cur- 
rency of last Monday. 

Beans were steady at last week’s improve- 
ment, 

Peas, without alteration, the government 
contract for 500 quarters not being of suf- 
ficient importance to affect the trade in the 
article. 

Fiour in steady demand at former quotations. 

Wheat. cocccecccccccccecse 048. tO 63s. 

Ry@ .ccccccccccccccccccece Sas. to 345, 

Barley . .cscccccsccsessseee 215. to 235, 

FiM€.. ceeessceessece JUS. to 348, 
Peas, White .....+e.e..02 308. to 32s, 
Boilers .....e0ee0++ 36%. to 38s, 
wom GY ccecccccccce ce 208. to 293, 
Beans, Small cece reeccccess “~S. tO —S8, 
Tick .. ccccccccesce S76. 20 S95. 
Oats, Scotch Potato ....... 22s. to 24s. 
m—— Feed .....cccecsees ce 138. to 18s. 
Flour, per sack ............ 46s, to 50s, 


PROVISIONS. 


Bacon, Middles, new, 38s. to 43s. per cwt. 
Sides, new... 40s. to 44s. 
Pork, India, new,... 120s. Od. to —s, 
Mess, new .,.703. to —s. per barl. 
Butter, Belfast ....76s. to 80s. per cwt. 
Carlow .....72s. to 82s, 
Cork ......74s. to 78s, 
——— Limerick ..74s. to 76s, 
—— Waterford... 66s. to 72s, 
Dublin ....60s. to 67s. 

Cheese, Cheshire....52s. to 72s, 
" ———— Gloucester, Double, . 50s. to 60s. 
Gloucester, Single. .. 48s. to 50s, 
Edam...... ..50s. to 53s, 
——— Gouda ...... 48s. to 52s, 
Hams, irish.... ....43s. to 54s, 






































SMITHFIELD.—March 18. 


In this day’s market, which was, through- 
out, moderately well supplied, trade was, with 
each kind of meat, very dull. With Mutton 


at a depression of from 2d. te 4d. per stone; 


Ma. Cossett's Booxs. "64 


‘ 


with Beef, Lamb, Veal and Pork, at nothing 
beyond Friday's prices. 

The Beasts appeared to consist of about 
equa! numbers of Devons, short-horns, Scots, 
and Norfolk home-breds (principally) steers 
aud oxen, chiefly, as will be seen beneath, 
from Norfolk, with a few from Suffolk, Essex, 
Cambridge Zire, Lincolnshire, Leicestershire, 
Northamptonshire, Buckinghamshire, and the 
western districts; with about 100 Sussex 
beasts, as many Herefords, as many Welsh 
ruuts,Jand about the same number of short- 
horned Cows, with a few Staffords,’ &c. from 
the vicinage of London, and various other 
quarters. 

Full three-fifths of the Sheep were new 
Leicesters, of the South Down and white 
faced crosses, in about the proportion of two 
of the former to four of the latter; about one- 
fifth South Downs ; and the remaining fifth 
about equal numbers of Kents, Kentish half- 
breds, polled Norfulks, and old Leicesters aud 
Lincolns, with a few horned Norfolks, horned 
and polled Scotch and Welsh sheep, horned 
Dorsets, &c. 





MARK-LANE,—Friday, March 22, 


The arrivals this week are small, The 
prices are full as high as on Monday, 





THE FUNDS. 


3 per Cent, Fri. lore Mon. |Tues.|Wed.| Thur. 
Cons. Ane, } G8}, 885] 884) 88 | 88 | 88 
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COBBETT-LIBRARY. 
New Edition. 
COBBETT’S Spelling-Book 
( Price 2s.) 


Containing, besides all the usual matter of 
such a book, a clear and concise 


INTRODUCTION TO ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 


This I have written by way of 


A Stepping=Stone to my ow? 
Grammar}; 


such a thing having been frequently s¥s° 
gested to me by Teachers as necessary- 


1. ENGLISH GRAMMAR.—Of this 
work sixty thousand have now on 
published. This is a duodecimo volume, 
the price is 3s, bound in boards. 
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9, An ITALIAN GRAMMAR, by 


Mr. James Paut Cosnerr.—Being a Plain 
and Compendious Introduction to the Study 
of Italian. Price 6s. 


| 3. TULL’S HORSE-HOEING 
HUSBANDRY; or, a Treatise on the Prin- 
ciples of Tillage and Vegetation, With an In- 
| troduction, by Wm. Cossert, 8vo. Price 15s. 





4.THE EMIGRANT’S GUIDE. 


Just now Published, under this Title, a little 
Volume, containing Ten Letters, addressed to 
English Tax-pavers. A new edition, with a 
Postscript, contaiving an account of the Prices 
ef Houses and Land, recently obtained from 
America by Mr. Cobbett. Price 2s, 6d. in bds. 


5. The ENGLISH GARDENER; or, 


a Treatise on the situation, soil, enclosing and 
laying out, of Kitchen Gardens ; on the mak- 
' ing and managing of Hot-beds and Green- 
houses ; and on the propagation and cultiva- 
tion of all sorts of Kitchen Garden Plants, and 
of Pruit Trees, whether of the Garden or the 
Orchard. And also, on the furmation of 
Shrubberies and Flower Gardens, Price 6s. 





6. THE WOODLANDS;; or, a Trea- 
tise on the preparing of the ground for plant- 
ing; ou the planting, on the cultivating, on 
the pruning, and on the cutting down, of Fo- 


rest Trees and Uuderwoods, Price 14s. bound 
in boards. 


7. YEAR’S RESIDENCE IN AME- 
RICA.—The Price of this book, in good print 
aud on fine paper, is 5s. 


8. FRENCH GRAMMAR; or, Plain 


Tustructions for the Learning of French. Price, 
bound in boards, 5s. 





9. COTTAGE ECONOMY.—I wrote 


this Work professedly for the use of the la- 
bouring and middling classes of the English 
nation. I made myself acquainted with the 
we and simplest modes of making beer and 
read, and these I made it as plain as, I believe, 
see could make it. Also of the keeping of 
ows, Pigs, Bees, and Poultry, matters which 
: understood as well as any hody could, and 
. all their details. It includes my writings 
ees on the Straw Plait. A Duodecimo Vo- 
ume. Price 2s, td. 


10. POOR MAN’S FRIEND, A new 


ition. Price 8d, 


By igs HE LAW OF TURNPIKES. 
y William Cobbett, Jun., Student of Lin- 
foln’s Inn, Price 3s, 6d, boards, 
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12. ROMAN HISTORY, French and 


English, iuteuded, not only as a History for 
Young People to read, but as a Book of Exer- 
cises to accompauy my French Grammar. 
Two Volumes, Price 13s. in boards. 


13: MR. JAMES PAUL COBBRTT’S 
RIDE OF EIGHT HUNDRED MILES IN 
FRANCE, Second Edition. Price 2s. 6d, 


14. MARTENS’S LAW OF NA- 
TIONS.—This is the Book which was the 
foundation of all the knowledge that | lave 
ever possessed relative to public law. The 
Price is 17s.,andthe manner of its execution is 
I think, such as to make it fit for the Library 
of any Gentleman. 


15. PAPER AGAINST GOLD; or, 


the History and Mystery of the National Debt, 
the Bank of England, the Funds, and all the 
Trickery of Paper Money. The Price of this 
book, very nicely printed, is 5s. 


16. SERMONS.—There are twelve of 


these, in one volume, on the following sub- 
jects: 1. Hypocrisy and Cruelty ; 2, Drunken- 
ness; 3. Bribery; 4. Oppression ; 5, Unjust 
Judges; 6. The Sluggard ; 7. The Murderer ; 
8. The Gamester ; 9. Public Robbery; 10. The 
Unnatural Mother ; 1). The Sin of Forbidding 
Marriage; 12. On the Duties of Parsons, aud 
on the Institution and Object of Tithes. Price 
3s. 6d. bound in boards. 

A Thirteenth Sermon, entitled “‘GOOD 
FRIDAY; or, The Murder of Jesus Christ 
by the Jews.” Price 6d, 


17. LETTERS FROM FRANCE: 


containing Observations made in that Country 
during a Residence of Two Months in the 
South, and Three Months at Paris. By Joun 
M. Consett. Price 4s. in boards. 


18. A TREATISE ON COBBETT'S 
CORN ; containing Instructions for Propa- 

ting and Cultivating the Plant, and for 
Flervesting and Preserving the Crop ; and also 
an account of the several uses to which the 
Produce is applied. Price 2s. 6d. 


19. PROTESTANT “ REFORMA- 
TION” in Englaud anil Ireland, showing how 
that event has impoverished and degraded the 
main body of the e in those countries. 
Two volumes, bound in boards. The Price of 
the first volume is 4s, 6d. Price of the 
second volume 3s, 6d, 








a 
a - 
— Be = 


ee 


ee 


bo 


—~ 


eS BRE Se Fs. ef 
> , ~ 


es 
—ow 


<a — 
le 


MSE 



















ee 





67 ApvgeRTISEMENTS, 


JOURNAL 


or 


A TOUR IN ITALY, 
AND ALSO IN PART OF 


FRANCE AND SWITZERLAND; 


The route being 


From Paris, through Lyons, to Marseilles, 


and, thence, to Nice, Genoa, Pisa, Florence, 
Rome, Naples, and Mount Vesuvius ; 


AND 


By Rome, Terni, Perugia, Arezzo, Florence, 


Bologua, Ferrara, Padua, Venice, Verona, 
Milan, over the Alps by Mount St. Ber- 
nard, Geneva, and the Jura, back into 
France ; 

The space of time being, 
From October 1828, to September 1829. 


CONTAINING 


A description of the country, of the principal 


cities and their most striking curiosities ; 
of the climate, soil, agriculture, horticul- 
ture, and products; of the prices of provi- 
sions and labour; and of the dresses and 
conditions of the people ; 


AND ALSO 


An account of the laws and customs, civil 


and religious, and of the morals and de- 
meanour of the inhabitants, in the several 
States. 1 


By JAMES P. COBBETT. 


Just published, price 12s. 


A GEOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY 


OF ENGLAND AND WALES; 
CONTAINING 


The names, in Alphabetical Order, of all the 


Counties, with their several Subdivisions, 
into Hundreds, Lathes, Rapes, Wapen- 
takes, Wards, or Divisions; and an Ac- 
count of the Distribution of the Counties 
into Circuits, Dioceses, and Parliamentary 
Divisions. 


ALSO, 


The names (under that of each County re- 


( 

pee in Alpbabetical Order, of all 
the Cities, Boroughs, Market Towns, Vil- 
lages, Hamlets, avd Tithiags, with the 
Distance of each from London, or from the 
nearest Market Town, and with the Popu- 
lation, and other iuteresting particulars 
relating to each ; besides which there are 


MAPS ; 


First, one of the whole country, showing the 


local situation of the Counties relatively to 
each other; and, then, each County is also 
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preceded by a Map, showing, in the same 
mauuer, the local situation of the Cities 
Boroughs, and Market Towns. | 


FOUR TABLES 


Are added ; first, a Statistical Table of all the 
Counties, and then three Tables, showing 
the new Divisions and Distributions enacted 
by the Reform-Law of 4th June, 1832. 


Price Two Shillings. 


OBBETT’S MAGAZINE, a Monthly 
Review of Politics, History, Science, 
Literature, Arts, &c. &c. published ]. March. 
The Covteuts of the Number for this Month 
are as fullows:—}. Five Arts—No. 1, Of the 
National Gallery of the Pictures by the Great 
Masters.—2. Reminiscences of a Tailor,—3. 
The Apology of a Parisian Girl.—4. Divarica- 
tion of the New Testament, into Doctrine and 
History.—5. Sonnet to Music.—6. Origin of 
the Marseillaise Hyma.—7. Political Ethics 
—Mustard or Honey.—8. Change in the 
Times.—9. Taxes on Knowledge.—10. Lite- 
rary Puffing.—1l1. Parliamentary Privileges— 
Freedom from Arrest.—12. Purtraits of the 
Senate, No. Il.—13. Song.—14. Song.—l5. 
Scenes in the Sister Island, No. I1.—16. Pa- 
triotism—No. I1.—17. Seneca’s Ideas of Book- 
Learving.—18. The Bank and its Charter.— 
18. Monuments.—20, freland.—21. New Pub- 
lications.—22. Events of the Month, Public 
Documents, &c.—23. Important from Charles- 
ton.—24. The Markets. 

Published at No 11, Bolt-court, Fleet: 
street ; and by Effingham Wilson, Royal Ex- 
change, To be bad of all Newsmen and Book- 
sellers throughout the couutry. 





ERNIA.—A safe and sure remedy has 

just been completed by Messrs. ADAMS, 
for the relief of this disease, which far sur- 
passes every other invention yet offered to the 
public, and should be known to every indi- 
vidual afflicted with the above distressing com- 
plaint. This TRUSS possesses the peculiar 
advantage of giving the most effectual pr 
ms during the greatest exertion, and of 
affording ease atid safety in the periods 0 
relaxation from exercise. Its ure may 
be increased or diminished in a moment, 
any degree required, without the removal 0 
the Truss, or its wearer even rising from . 
seat—advantages never before possessed J 
any other Truss. ‘Testimonials of its ™ 


from the highest surgical authorities may be 


Adams, Oldbury, near 
appointment by Mr. J. 
Stomach Pump, &c. 35, F 
dilly, London. 


«sn Ee 


published by him, at 
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